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Overview
National accounts statistics provide a comprehensive and coherent picture to data users on
macroeconomic performance based on a set of concepts, definitions, classifications and accounting rules.
Such rules constitute an internationally agreed standard for measuring the level of economic development
and the rate of change in the economy as a whole, and in economic activities, and the five institutional
sectors, (namely: non-financial sector, financial companies sector, government sector, household sector,
sectors of non-profit institutions serving households, and the rest of world sector), according to the
System of National Accounts (SNA).
The Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi has worked to provide a set of economic indicators for the annual
national accounts. This aims to measure the performance of the economy in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi
through the measurement of GDP at current and constant prices and other economic variables (namely,
production, intermediate consumption, fixed capital formation at current prices and compensation of
employees, as well as determining Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by income approach, and GDP by the
expenditure approach. SCAD also worked on determining the gross domestic product (GDP) at current
prices and constant prices on a quarterly basis.
SCAD issued these indicators based on the results of field economic surveys and administrative data,
using clear and specific principles prepared to measure the various indicators, considering approved
international guides and classifications in the field of their calculation.
It is noteworthy that the methodology for issuing the annual national accounts indicators differs from that
is in the framework of the quarterly accounts, due to the difference in the sample, sources and resources.
However, the two methodologies agree in following the production approach, which is one of the methods
of measuring the GDP as set out in the System of National Accounts (SNA).

Importance
This methodology has been prepared by the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) with the aim of
providing the GDP indicator for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi at current and constant (real) prices according
to economic activity and institutional sectors, in addition to other economic variables (such as production,
fixed capital formation, compensation of employees and intermediate consumption). The GDP is one of
the key statistical economic indicators that contribute to the process of economic development planning,
support the diversification base, and develop the economic sector. This helps to meet the requirements
of sustainable development in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, in line with its strategy to rise to the ranks of the
best global economies, and to provide indicators that support economic decision and policy-making.
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Objectives


Provide economic indicators to measure the economic performance in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.



Provide estimates to support decision and policy makers, researchers and those interested in
updated statistics and indicators.



Provide revised data for GDP at (current and constant) prices and other economic variables for
the previous reference year based on economic surveys.



Measure economic developments and economic growth in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to guide
government policies.



Measure the direct impact of economic activities on the Emirate's economy, and identify the
extent of economic diversification and development in the non-oil sectors



Build a national statistical system in the United Arab Emirates by providing these indicators.

Concepts and Definitions


Gross Domestic Product (GDP, production approach): It is the sum of values added of
resident producers at the price of the product plus customs duties, or the total outputs minus the
total intermediate consumption plus the net taxes on products (taxes - subsidies) not included in
the value of the outputs.



GDP at nominal prices (Expenditure Approach): It is the sum of final expenditures at buyers'
prices including exports, valued at Free on board (FOB) prices minus imports.



GDP (Income Approach): It is the total compensation of employees, net taxes, operating
surplus, and depreciation of fixed capital.



Non-oil GDP: It is the value of the total production of non-oil activities minus the value of the
Intermediary consumption of those activities. It is also known as all economic activities, excluding
oil activities, which include mining and quarrying (including crude oil and natural gas).



Non-financial sector: It includes entities whose main activity is the production of market goods
or non-financial services.



Financial and insurance activities sector (financial companies sector): It includes
establishments whose main activity is financial intermediation and insurance.



Public Administration and Defense-Compulsory Social Security Sector (Government
Sector): This sector includes establishments engaged in government activities, and operated by
the central government, and also includes compulsory social security.



Household activities as employer: Household activities as employer include domestic
employees such as cooks, waiters, servants, guards, drivers, nannies, etc.



Gross output (production): The value of goods and services resulting from a productive activity
for institutional units that use production inputs during the accounting period, including finished
and unfinished products, and products for self-use purposes. The evaluation is usually at the
price of the product, which is the ex-works market value.
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Employees' compensation: It includes all amounts due to employees for their performance of
work, whether in cash or in kind, before deducting any amounts from them, such as the share of
social insurance, taxes and the like.



Intermediate consumption: It is the value of goods and services that are used as inputs to the
production process, with the exception of fixed assets whose consumption is a depreciation of
fixed capital. These goods and services used may be converted or completely consumed in the
production process, and some inputs may reappear after they have been converted and
integrated into the outputs. There are inputs that may be completely consumed, such as
electricity and similar services.



Gross fixed capital formation: It is the total value of the fixed assets owned by producers,
minus the value of the fixed assets that producers dispose of (additions - exclusions) during the
accounting period, plus the additions made to non-produced assets such as land reclamation,
development and expansion of forests, farming, orchards... etc., which takes more than a year.
It includes livestock, including breeding animals, milk production... etc. It also includes the costs
of transferring ownership in connection with the purchase and sale of lands, mines, forests ... etc.



Change in stock: The market value of the change that occurs during the accounting period for
the stock of raw materials, products in process, finished products, animals intended for slaughter,
and goods purchased for sale. It constitutes the difference between the stock value at the
beginning and end of the period.



Gross capital formation: It is the value of fixed capital formation plus the change in inventory.



Fixed assets: They are productive assets that are used repeatedly or continuously in production
operations for a period of more than a year. Fixed assets do not include only machinery and
equipment, but also various assets, such as: trees and animals that are used frequently or
continuously to produce other products, such as fruits or dairy products. They also include
intangible assets, such as computer software and original artwork used in production.



Fixed capital depreciation: It is the decrease in the value of the fixed assets used in production
during the accounting period as a result of physical deterioration, obsolescence or normal
damage. Such depreciation can be deducted from the total fixed capital formation to obtain the
net fixed capital formation.



Government final consumption expenditure: It is the value of what the general government
spends to produce goods and services that it self-consumes. That is, it is equal to the value of
the government’s total production minus the sum of the value of marketed and unmarketed sales,
considering that the total value of government production is equal to the sum of the value of
intermediary consumption of goods and services, the value of employees’ compensation,
depreciation of fixed capital, and net indirect taxes.



Household final consumption expenditure: It is the value of resident household spending on
goods (durable and non-durable) and services minus their sales of used goods.



Private Final Consumption Expenditure: The final consumption value of resident households
and private non-profit organizations serving households.



Property income: It is the income received by the owner of a financial asset or a non-productive
tangible asset in exchange for providing money or placing a non-productive tangible asset at the
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disposal of another institutional unit. The financial instrument usually specifies the terms of
payment of the property income, which includes interests, dividends, distributed shares,
withdrawals from the income of quasi-companies, the returns on foreign direct investment that
are reinvested, and the income from property attributable to insurance policy holders, as well as
the rent.


Operating surplus: It is the added value minus the value of employee compensation, net indirect
taxes and fixed capital depreciation.



Indirect taxes: They are taxes imposed on producers in connection with the production, sale
and purchase or use of goods and services. They are usually charged on production costs and
include customs duties.



Production subsidies: They include grants payable by the government on the current account
of the private sector and the public sector, and subsidies paid by public authorities to government
projects to offset the loss resulting from the government's policy of keeping the price at a certain
level. They can also be calculated as the difference between the target price and the actual
market price paid by the buyer.



Net indirect taxes: They are the value of indirect taxes minus the value of production subsidies.



Financial intermediation services estimated indirectly: They are the difference between the
value of interests and profits due to banks and financial institutions on the one hand, and the
value of interests payable to depositors, on the other.



National income: It is the gross domestic product minus the primary incomes paid to nonresident units plus the primary incomes from non-resident units.



Disposable income: It is the national income at the market price plus the net current transfers
from the outside world.



Marketed goods and services: The value of goods and services sold in the market or prepared
primarily for sale in the market at a price aimed at covering the cost of production. It includes all
goods and services produced locally or imported, except for direct purchases from abroad by the
government and households.



Non-marketed goods and services: The value of other goods and services that are provided
at a price that usually does not cover the cost of their production (for free or at a nominal price).
They mostly consist of the production of government service producers and private non-profit
organizations that serve households.



Imported goods and services: The value of goods whose ownership has been transferred from
non-residents to residents in the country, as well as the services provided by non-resident
producers to residents of the UAE. They include goods and commodities that cross the borders
for the purposes of processing; those goods that are processed in foreign ports and transported
by local carriers, and non-monetary gold. Services include transportation, tourism,
communications, insurance and construction services, financial services, franchises, licensing
fees, personal and cultural services, and government services that are not classified elsewhere.



Exported goods and services: the value of goods and services whose ownership is transferred
from residents of the country to non-residents. They include exports of goods exported for
processing, commodities purchased in local ports by non-resident carriers and non-monetary
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gold. Exported services include all services provided to non-residents, such as services of
transportation, tourism, telecommunications, insurance, financial services, franchises, business
services, personal, cultural and recreational services, and government services.


Trade Margin: It is the difference between the actual price paid or calculated by the buyer for a
purchased commodity for resale (wholesale or retail) and the price that the distributor must pay
for this commodity at the time it was sold or used. The outputs of wholesale and retail trade are
measured by the sum of the values of the trade margins realized on goods purchased for the
purpose of resale.



CIF – Cost, Insurance and Freight: This is paid by an importer to receive the commodity at the
borders of his country, before paying any import duties or any other taxes imposed on the
borders. The CIF price includes insurance and shipping costs up to the point of the importing
country. It is the price of the service delivered to a resident, before paying any import duties or
other taxes on imports or the margins of trade and transport within the country.



FOB –Free on Board: A special type of buyer's price applied to export flows. It can be viewed
as the buyer's price paid by an importer who receives goods at the border of the source country
after they are loaded onto the means of transport and after any export taxes have been paid or
any tax deductions have been received. The FOB price is equal to the CIF price minus the
transportation and insurance costs between the customs borders of the importing country.



Constant prices: This refers to the real growth of the obtained time series, by removing the
effect of price changes over time from the values of flows or stocks of goods and services that
were purchased for the purpose of resale.



Current Prices: This refers to a series whose value is determined at the current prices at the
time of carrying out the activity.



Residence: It is an economic concept, and has nothing to do with a legal concept. It should not
be linked to the concepts of nationality or citizenship. As for establishments, they are always
considered resident in the country where they are located. This is consistent with the concept of
residence as a place of economic interest, because a productive activity is not usually carried out
in passing without the intention to stay for a long time.



AED: the currency of the United Arab Emirates (Arab Emirates Dirham).

Geographical Coverage
The Emirate of Abu Dhabi, including its regions (Abu Dhabi region - Al Dhafra region - and Al Ain region).

Frequency
Annual
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Classifications
Classification is defined as an ordered set of related categories used to group data according to similarity.
Classification constitutes the basis for data collection and dissemination in various statistical fields such
as: (economic activity, products, expenditures, occupations, health ... etc.). The classification of data and
information allows placing them in meaningful categories in order to produce useful statistics. Data
collection requires careful and systematic arrangement according to their common characteristics in order
for the statistics to be reliable and comparable. National accounts statistics are subject to international
standards in collecting and classifying their data.

Key classifications on which the national accounts statistics depend include the following:


The International Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities- Rev. 4 (ISIC 4):
It is a statistical classification based on the International Standard Industrial Classification of all
economic activities. The International Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities
(ISIC) is the reference classification for productive activities. The economic activity is defined as
(all the works or services performed or provided by the facility, and which achieve a financial
return, and sometimes the facility does not reap a financial return from its work, as is the case in
charities that depend on donations).



Central Product Classification CPC 2.1: The Central Product Classification is a complete
classification of products that includes goods and services. This classification aims to be an
international standard for the compilation and tabulation of all kinds of data that require details
about the product, including industrial production; national accounts and service industries;
domestic and foreign trade in commodities; international trade in services; balance of payments;
consumption; and price statistics. Other essential purposes are to provide a framework for
international comparison and to encourage coordination between different types of statistics
relating to goods and services.



Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose (COICOP): It is a classification used to
define both individual consumption and expenditure on the one hand, and individual consumption
on the other.



Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOG): It is compatible with the System of
National Accounts issued by the United Nations in cooperation with the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). It is one of the pillars of the guide, where it
classifies “government expenditures” according to their functional nature to measure how far
government expenditures achieve their general objectives. This helps analysts and inspectors of
the performance of government agencies to evaluate the effectiveness of government spending.



Balance of Payments Guide Sixth Edition: The Balance of Payments Guide “Sixth Edition”
(BPM6) prepared by the International Monetary Fund is one of the key statistical systems that
have been coordinated with the System of National Accounts 2008. The outside world sector
accounts in the System of National Accounts link the two systems, where both systems are similar
in many recommendations, both in terms of displaying accounts and recording and evaluating
transactions.
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The System of National Accounts: Focused work is underway on shifting from the 1993 system
to the 2008 system, being the latest system. In general, the differences between the two systems
are not essential within the scope of the GDP calculation. This guide focuses on the definition of
production and production requirements in each economic activity; guides for price indices and
government spending functional classification; household expenditures classification by purpose,
and others. Some of them are applicable and others are challenging to implement.

Main Data Sources
Data sources used in producing the GDP index and other economic variables:


Economic survey data: The economic surveys conducted by the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi
are the main source for producing actual annual national accounts statistics for the majority of
economic activities, except for activities of agriculture, forestry and fishing, household activities
as an employer, health, government education, public administration, defense, and compulsory
social security.



Administrative data: Many other data sources were used to arrive at the best statistical
estimates. Data sources include consumer price indices, agricultural producer prices, building
materials prices, crude oil, natural gas and oil derivatives prices, crude oil and natural gas
quantities, government financial data, administrative data from other departments in the centre
and governmental and non-governmental agencies, and other survey data.

The following table includes the sources that are currently used. It should be considered that data sources
change over time, as more data sources are created and improved:
Activity

Source of Current Prices Data

Agriculture, forestry
and fishing

Various sources on agriculture and fishing were published by SCAD, mainly
through the data provided by the Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi and the
Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority on agricultural production in
terms of plant and animals, fish quantities and production costs.

Mining and
Quarrying
(Extractive
industries)
(including crude oil
and natural gas)

Cooperation with the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) in collecting
financial data from all its subsidiaries, especially large ones that include (50
workers or more), as well as a sample of subsidiaries in other categories
(medium, small and micro).

Manufacturing
Industries

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more), as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey.
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Electricity, gas,
water and waste
management
activities

Cooperation with the Department of Energy in collecting financial data from all
its affiliated facilities, as well as through a survey of other facilities, especially
large ones that include (50 workers or more), in addition to a sample of
facilities in other categories (medium, small and micro).

Construction

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more) as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey.

Wholesale and retail
trade; Repair of
motor vehicles and
motorcycles

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more) as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey.

Transportation and
storage

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more) as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey.

Residence activities
and food services

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more) as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey.

Information and
Communications

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers and more), as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey and
national accounts estimates regarding production for programming and
broadcasting activities.

Financial and
insurance activities

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more) as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey.

Real estate activities

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more) as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey, in
addition to the national accounts estimates for homes owned by individuals.

Professional,
scientific and
technical activities

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more) as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey.

Administrative and
support services
activities

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more) as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey.
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Public administration
and defense;
Compulsory social
security

Education

The financial statements of government agencies according to the government
definition in the national accounts; their source is the Department of Finance
and the Ministry of Finance.
Annual economic survey in addition to the financial statements of government
agencies according to the government definition in the national accounts and
whose source is the Department of Finance and the Ministry of Finance.

Human health and
social service
activities

Annual economic survey in addition to the financial statements of government
agencies according to the government definition in the national accounts and
whose source is the Department of Finance and the Ministry of Finance.

Arts, entertainment,
recreation and other
service activities

Annual economic survey, collecting financial data from all large companies that
include (50 workers or more), as well as a sample of establishments in other
categories (medium, small and micro) in the annual economic survey.

Household activities
as an employer

They are estimated by the national accounts, based on the numbers of
domestic workers and other indicators that contribute to the estimation of this
activity.

Questionnaires


Economic survey questionnaires: data is collected through questionnaires designed by the
Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, according to the nature of economic activities.



Official correspondence to collect administrative data.



Government entities electronic integration systems

Data Collection


Field work.



Administrative records.

Data Editing
In general, the data is audited through:


Logical data audit: This is done in the analysis phase to ensure the consistency of the data for
the time series.



Seasonal adjustments should be made in the quarterly GDP indicator; it should also be matched
with the annual estimates.
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Quality of GDP Estimates: It is difficult to give an absolute judgment on the results of any
statistical work. However, international recommendations indicate the need to apply some
standards regarding the quality of statistical data in a way that ensures that these data represent
reality with a high degree of credibility. Thus, to ensure the quality of GDP data, the IMF Data
Quality Assessment Framework (DQAF) for National Accounts Statistics issued in July 2003,
which is the latest publication in this field, will be applied. SCAD is keen to implement the basic
conditions for quality and its aspects. There are five dimensions of quality, namely:


Guarantees of Objectivity: This dimension focuses mainly on professional
competence and transparency. In this context, the Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi
focuses on using highly experienced and qualified persons in the field of national
accounts, qualifying employees with training programs in this subject, and
allowing them to see the experiences of others through external participations.



Methodological Soundness: This dimension focuses on the implementation of
international methodologies and sound practices. SCAD undoubtedly focuses
on keeping up with the latest developments and committing to the compatibility
of the methodologies used in its work with international recommendations and
global standards in this field.



Accuracy and reliability: This dimension focuses on the fact that the results
should reflect the reality of the economy. It should be noted here that SCAD
focuses on collecting data from all large establishments and the government in
a detailed manner to ensure the highest level of accuracy.



Serviceability: This dimension focuses on periodicity and data consistency. In
this context, SCAD issues annual GDP data in a fixed periodicity and makes
improvement during the period between the reference year and the release of
results. As for consistency, the Centre reviews the internal consistency of the
data, and compares the GDP data according to economic activities with
secondary sources.



Accessibility: After completing the calculation of the gross domestic product
(GDP) and other economic variables and conducting consistency and review
processes, the Centre seeks to provide data to decision-makers and publish it
by all means of publication to make it available to all users in accordance with
the publishing policy approved by the Centre.
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Indicators Calculation
In general, Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is defined as the monetary (market) value of all final goods
and services produced in an economy during a certain period of time, usually a year.
From this definition, it is clear that the GDP data must include two dimensions, time and space. As for the
time dimension, it is produced by specifying the time period represented by the data, such as being during
a year or part of the year (for example, quarterly). As for the spatial dimension, it is represented by the
place of production of goods and services. It represents the goods and services produced within the
boundaries of a specific geographical area by economic units residing within the economic borders of the
studied geographical territory (the Emirate of Abu Dhabi). Individuals and establishments are considered
residents in the economy, which is the centre of their economic interest. This means that they will reside
in that economy with a significant part of their economic activities and will stay for a long time.
Approaches of calculating GDP:
There are three approaches for calculating GDP. It is worth noting that these approaches are used as
integrated, not alternative, methods.
I.

GDP (Production Approach): The measurement of GDP according to this method includes
only the market value of the final good, and does not include the value of raw and
intermediate goods that contributed to the production of the final goods.

The calculation of the value of primary and intermediate goods within the value of the domestic product
will lead to double counting, as the value of those goods is calculated within the value of the final good.
Thus, to avoid double counting, the value of domestic product is calculated as the sum of the added
values in all economic activities. The added value is equal to the difference between the value of total
production and the value of production inputs.
This approach is used in all activities operating in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, except for the activity of the
general government and the activity of home ownership.
The formula for calculating the gross domestic product (GDP) by the production approach: the
value of the total production minus the value of the Intermediate consumption.
II.

GDP (Income Approach): It is the sum of the incomes of the factors of production that
contributed to the production process, taxes on production and imports, and the value of the
contribution of fixed assets to the production process (consumption of fixed capital) during a
specific period of time, usually a year.

The formula for calculating GDP by the income approach: workers' compensation (salaries, wages
and other benefits granted to workers) + net taxes on production and imports + consumption of fixed
capital + operating surplus and mixed income.
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III.

GDP (Expenditure Approach): It is the final consumption expenditure of households
(consumption expenditure of the household sector) + investment expenditure (gross fixed
capital formation + increase in inventory) + the final consumption expenditure of the general
government + net foreign exchange (exports minus imports).

It should be noted that an investment from an individual's point of view may not be considered an
investment from a society's perspective. The individual’s purchase of shares of an existing company is
considered an investment from the individual’s point of view, but from the society’s point of view, it is
considered a transfer of ownership.
In calculating the gross domestic product (GDP), as is the case in other countries of the world, the
Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi relies on a set of international methodologies, standards and definitions
issued by the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and other
international bodies. Thus, the adopted methodology is consistent with international recommendations.
SCAD is keen to apply these standards and methodologies in quite a professional way, based on scientific
foundations, considering the specificity of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. This has been made available by
these guides and manuals in cases that require special treatments, for GDP calculation depends on the
financial data collected from the establishments operating in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, in addition to
Public Finance data (the government budget). As it is known, however, the Emirate of Abu Dhabi is part
of the United Arab Emirates, and the accounts of companies and institutions are intertwined. Thus, we
may find that a company whose headquarters is in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi has branches in other
Emirates, and vice versa. In order for the calculated GDP to represent the Emirate of Abu Dhabi only, it
would be necessary to process the financial statements of companies in such a way as to reflect the
productive activity that takes place in the Emirate only and exclude any production values of activities
that take place outside the Emirate. Since the companies’ accounts reflect their overall activity, SCAD
operates according to a well-studied scientific methodology by trying to separate the activity in the Emirate
of Abu Dhabi only. This is done through direct cooperation with establishments. Besides, when it is not
possible to separate the accounts, the share of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in the total activity of the
company is estimated in cooperation with the same establishments. This issue, for example,
characterizes the economy of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and does not necessarily exist in the rest of the
world.
Another solution followed by SCAD is to address the overlap within, or between, activities. For example,
the Emirate's economy is characterized by the presence of a number of holding companies, some of
which are in the form of household companies. For example, we may find an individual investor who owns
a group of companies practicing a number of economic activities. These companies are often under one
management and may share some departments, such as administration and finance. Therefore, when
collecting data, relying on the company’s overall data will result in problems in distributing the added
value according to economic activities. Therefore, SCAD works to collect additional indicators from the
same companies related to each activity in order to calculate the share of each activity in production,
value added and investment for each one of the activities. This is also a special approach to dealing with
a particular problem that is not necessarily agreed upon by all countries. However, through the visits of
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some experts to the Centre and the meetings that the Centre’s staff attend externally, the Centre is
considered one of the leading statistical centres in such approaches.
International statistical recommendations are issued in a way that can be adopted by all countries of
different economic structures. Thus, the Emirate of Abu Dhabi agrees - in terms of the methodology of
calculating the added value of the oil and gas activity - with all the countries where such activity exists.
There is a specific definition of production in this activity and a specific definition of inputs. The difference
between countries, whether in this or any other activity, lies in the possibility of obtaining data with a high
degree of accuracy and reliability. Given that the data source for this activity is confined to one source in
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, and there is close cooperation between SCAD and ADNOC, the data on oil
and gas production and the rest of its variants are characterized by a high level of accuracy and credibility.
Constant Price Methodology: GDP is calculated at constant prices using two different methodologies,
namely the method of using price deflators and the inductive method, in order to remove the effect of
changes in prices. As for the inductive method, it requires the existence of a series of volume data for the
activity in question and the use of increases in the volume to increase the values of GDP in the base
year, though a single corrective process, i.e. Single Deflator, was used.
Base year: 2007 is the base year for calculating GDP estimates at constant prices, which means that the
set of fixed prices corresponds to 2007 prices. In other words, the added values of all economic activities
have been re-evaluated at 2007 prices, which means that the price effect is neutralized in any change.
The standard rates used in fixed price calculations are often based on the base year data. 2007 has been
chosen as the base year due to the availability of all prices in that year, especially the consumer price
index, which is one of key price deflators.
In addition, the GDP is calculated at the prices of the reference years 2010 and 2017, in order to meet
the requirements of strategic partners and data users from government agencies.

Outputs
Summary of the indicators that are produced:


Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at current prices by economic activities at the one-digit and twodigit levels.



Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at constant 2007 prices by economic activities at the one-digit
and two-digit levels.



Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at constant 2007 prices by institutional sectors.



Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at constant 2007 prices by oil and non-oil sector.



Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at constant 2010 prices, by economic activities, at the one-digit
level.



Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at constant 2010 prices by institutional sectors.



Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at constant 2010 prices by oil and non-oil sector.



Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at constant 2017 prices by oil and non-oil sector.
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Growth rates by economic activities and institutional sectors at current and constant prices.



The percentage distribution of economic activities and institutional sectors in the gross domestic
product at current and constant prices.



The percentage distribution of economic activities in the non-oil GDP at current and constant
prices.



The relative importance of the gross domestic product (GDP) to the total annual production at
current prices.



Gross Domestic Product growth per capita by oil and non-oil sectors.



Annual growth rate of Gross Domestic Product growth per capita by oil and non-oil sector.



The annual percentage distribution of the oil and non-oil per capita in the annual GDP at current
and constant prices.



Production at current prices according to economic activities at the one-digit and two-digit levels.



Formation of fixed capital at current prices by economic activities at the one-digit and two-digit
levels.



Compensation of workers at current prices by economic activities at the one-digit and two-digit
levels at the one-digit and two-digit levels.



Intermediary consumption at current prices by economic activities at the one-digit and two-digit
levels.



Annual growth rate of economic variables (production, Intermediary consumption, workers'
compensation and fixed capital formation).



The relative importance of economic activities in terms of their contribution to the total economic
variable (production, intermediary consumption, workers' compensation and fixed capital
formation).



The relative importance of gross fixed capital formation for each economic activity of the gross
domestic product at current prices.



Workers' compensation as a percentage of the gross domestic product (GDP) for each economic
activity at current prices.



Annual GDP at current prices for each expenditure item.



Annual growth rate of GDP for each item of expenditure on GDP at current prices.



The relative importance of each expenditure item of the annual GDP at current prices.



Annual GDP at current prices for each item of income.



Annual growth rate of GDP for each item of income at current prices.



The relative importance of each item of income from the GDP at current prices at current prices.
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Outputs according to the three approaches of production of GDP (production, income and expenditure
approaches):

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by Production Approach:


GDP at current and constant prices.



Production at current prices.



Intermediate consumption at current prices.

GDP by Expenditure Approach:


The final consumption expenditure of households (consumption expenditure of the household
sector) is estimated in case it is not available based on the percentage change of population in
addition to other indicators.



Expenditure on investment (total capital formation).



The final consumption expenditure of the general government.



Net foreign transactions (exports minus imports).

Gross Domestic Product by Income Approach:


Compensation of Employees (salaries, wages and other benefits granted to employees).



Net taxes on production and imports.



Consumption of fixed capital.



Operating surplus and mixed income.

Timeliness
Gross domestic product (GDP) by production approach and annual economic indicators for
national accounts


Annual estimates three months (90 days) after the end of the reference year.



Actual results based on annual economic surveys maximally 12 months (366 days) after the end
of the reference year months.

GDP by expenditure and income approaches


Annual estimates for the most recent year four months (121 days) after the end of the reference
year.



Actual results one year and fourteen months after the end of the reference year.
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Dissemination
In publishing its statistics, the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, depends on the dissemination policy adopted
by the SCAD. The statistics published in different forms: As a report, a bulletin, statistical tables, visual
and graphic charts, or in the form of press release, it’s published via different channels, namely:


The official website of the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi.



Customer happiness portal.



Web services (E-link) with government entities.



Press releases.



Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi's various platforms on social networking sites.



Official letters.
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