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Overview 

In their effort to provide social-and economic databases that reflect real household spending, 

consumption and income, most countries of the world implement a household income and expenditure 

survey, or what was previously known as a household budget survey. In view of the continuous changes 

in spending, consumption and income patterns, this survey is conducted periodically and regularly, and 

the majority of countries tend to conduct it every five years. Sometimes the survey is required within less 

than five years owing to rapid changes in the structure of the population as a result of sudden events 

such as wars, migrations, disasters or economic crises, all of which affect the nature of the population’s 

pattern of spending, consumption and income. 

The most important fact distinguishing this survey is that it provides an important and comprehensive 

database relating to expenditure and income. This database is linked to various other social and 

demographic variables, such as the level of education, status of economic activity, geographical 

distribution, gender, etc. On the other hand, the database of this survey is widely used in assessing and 

studying the state of poverty in society, by building various poverty indicators such as the rate and 

severity of poverty as well as its gap and so on. Moreover, developed countries use the data of this survey 

in assessing and calculating the level of welfare in society enjoyed by the population. 

The implementation of this type of survey is characterized by difficulty and complexity. This is so because 

it deals with issues of expenditure, consumption and income, and involves interviewing of households 

(citizen and non-citizen) and asking them for information about these variables, which are characterized 

by sensitivity. Also, the variables of expenditure, income and consumption are prone to be impacted by 

seasonality during the months or seasons of the year. There are goods and services that are spent on 

more than others during particular months of the year. This requires following up expenditure and income 

throughout the year to take note of all seasonal conditions; a task which entails continued follow up of 

field operations for a whole year and the efforts, time and high costs involved in this process. 

It is worth mentioning that Abu Dhabi government has regularly conducted this survey since the early 

1980’s. The last survey to be conducted was the 2013/2014 survey, preceded by the 2007/2008 survey, 

the 1996/97 survey, and another survey carried out in 1981 at the level of the households of local 

government employees only. These surveys covered all the regions of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 

 

Importance 

Conducting this survey is intended to achieve the overall and detailed objectives below. All of these 

objectives fall within the framework of the Centre's internal uses; however, this does not preclude the 

use of survey results from external parties (from outside the Statistics Center - Abu Dhabi). Based on the 

above, the use of survey data is classified into two categories: 

 

Internal Use: This involves providing a database for the purposes of creating important indicators that 

the Centre compiles, such as indicators of standard consumer price indices, indicators of various national 

accounts, in addition to a set of other welfare measures. 
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External Use: This involves using the survey database to deduce some indicators of interest in social 

and economic decision making by government entities and institutions, in addition to preparing various 

studies by research centers, university students and other users. 

 

Objectives 

The objectives of the survey vary from one country to another according to the purpose behind 

conducting it. The overall objective, however, consists in two main dimensions: 

 The first dimension: providing a socio-economic database that reflect the actual consumption 

expenditure and income of households and individuals.  

 The second dimension: providing the necessary data to build the basket of goods and the 

relative importances for compilation of the consumer price index. 

 

The detailed objectives of the Household Income and Expenditure Survey 2019 in the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi can be outlined in the following: 

 

 Providing special data on spending, income and consumption of households and individuals in 

the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to be used in building various economic indicators. 

 Providing the necessary data to build the market basket and relative importances (weights) of 

the consumer price index. The data of this survey is relied upon in updating the base year for 

the consumer price index as one of the most important price indicators. 

 Calculating the average annual expenditure and income of households and individuals and linking 

these averages to various social, demographic and geographic variables such as work status, 

educational status, gender, region and the like.  

 Providing data for calculating the various poverty indicators such the poverty lines/thresholds, 

rates and gaps, in addition to enabling the identification of pockets of poverty and providing the 

necessary data to assess the level, structure and trends of households’ and individuals’ welfare. 

 Providing data on the numbers specific to preparing the food balance relating to individuals’ 

calorie consumption. 

 Identifying the distribution of the population according to the different levels of income and 

expenditure, and the use of expenditure data in determining the spending patterns of the 

population and the consumer spending trends in the population according to different particulars 

such as nationality, level of education, work, and so on. 

 Estimating the size of the current demand for goods and services and helping in the prediction 

of the population's future needs of goods and services. 

 Calculating the elasticity of spending (demand) on the various items of expenditure. 

 Providing data relating to the final private expenditure of the household sector. 

 Building the accounts of the household sector as one of the important institutional sectors for 

building national accounts. 
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 Providing the necessary data to build the supply and use tables, in addition to estimating the 

unorganized sector to support the national accounts estimates. 

 Issuing income and expenditure statistics of households in a manner that enhances their 

comparability at the local, regional and international levels, and in accordance with internationally 

approved concepts, definitions and classifications.  

 

Concepts and Definitions 

The survey includes many variables and concepts that have been subsumed in groups as follows: 

General concepts 

 Basic Household Information (cover page of the questionnaire) 

 Variables of the form of housing and services characteristics  

 Household members’ variables data 

 Labor force variables 

 Definitions and concepts of income 

 Definitions and concepts of capital operations 

 Definitions and concepts of expenditure. 

 

Coverage (Geographical – Statistical units) 

As per its specified objectives, the survey includes the entire three regions of Abu Dhabi Emirate (Abu 

Dhabi, Al Ain, and Al Dhafra). Covering all their population centers and islands" and the various categories 

of the population, both citizens and residents. The survey provides special data on a sample of individuals 

who were permanently residing in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi during 2019: 

 Citizen households. 

 Non-citizen households. 

 Share households. 

 Labour' camps (workers' housing units): their characteristics, expenditure and income are 

collected within the camps where they reside.  

 

Survey Unit 

The survey unit is known as the unit of which the statistical data is collected. Depending on the general 

frame provided by the 2011 population census, the sampling, in this case the “housing unit”, i.e. the unit 

where household that used to habitually reside at the time of the census is selected for collection of 

household data for this survey. In the event the unit is not occupied by the same household, a substitute 

household is selected according to the rules set out in the sampling methodology. 
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The most important characteristic of the Household Income and Expenditure Survey is the multiplicity of 

survey units according to the economic and social variables mentioned above, which are the following: 

 Unit of dwelling: data for housing characteristics are to be completed 

 Household unit: data on household characteristics, in addition to expenditure data 

 Individual unit: data on the characteristics of individuals is to be collected in addition to the 

income data. 

 

Frequency 

The Survey of Household Income and Expenditure is carried out every five years. 

 

Classifications 

The classifications used in the Household Income and Expenditure Survey vary according to the type of 

variables that requires classification and coding; all the approved classifications for the survey are the 

same as those applied in the UAE and approved internationally and regionally. The main classifications 

used are: 

 Classification of nationalities. 

 The International Standard Classification of Occupations. 

 The international classification of economic activities – ISIC (International Standard Industrial 

Classification). 

 The Classification of Individual Consumption According to Purpose - COICOP. 

 

As for the classification of both economic activity and occupation, the above international activities have 

been adopted so that the coding process for economic activity is at the first-digit level (and includes 21 

major economic activities), as for the profession, the coding is on second-digit level. 

The International Classification of Individual Consumption According to Purpose (COICOP) is the 

international basis for classifying the main expenditure groups, subgroups and consumer goods, which is 

relied on in arranging goods and services within the survey form and making the appropriate coding for 

each good. 
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Data Collection Templates/Forms  

Survey forms are the tools used to complete the data of the survey variables. Within the methodology of 

conducting this survey, the forms come in two types, which are: 

 

1. Individual, Household, Dwelling and Sources of Income Characteristics Form: 

This form consists of a number of parts.   It is an electronic form and the interviewer is required to 

complete it by the data collected from the sample households. As for its parts, they are: 

 

 Metadata: metadata includes all the declarative variables above, and often this data is on the 

cover page of the form. 

 Characteristics of the dwelling: These include all the variables relating to the dwelling, the 

possession of appliances, durable goods, and the productive activities practiced by the 

household. 

 Characteristics of household members: These include the names of the household members 

and all the above-mentioned social variables relating to each household member. 

 Current household income: This part of the form includes all income variables from different 

sources for each item of the income of the household members. The form begins with recording 

all household members with income or revenue, so that each individual has an independent field, 

and vertically there are different sources of income divided into income from employment, self-

generated income, income of self-employed persons and employers, income from rents, income 

from property, income from transfers, other incomes, and finally the total per capita income. 

Income values are recorded in UAE dirhams and to the nearest whole number without decimals. 

 

2. Household Expenditure Form: 

This form consists of a number of parts relating to the components of the consumer basket of goods. It 

is an electronic form that is available on the computers of field interviewers to ensure that household 

expenditure data is continuously keyed in. 

 

 Basic household information: This data includes all the definition variables relating to the 

household, and it is completely identical to the identification data contained in the form of the 

characteristics of individuals, household, housing and sources of income. 

 Type of consumption: This question has been added on the level of each good/service in order 

to increase the level of accuracy in determining the type of household consumption, and the type 

of consumption is recorded when recording the value of spending on each of the goods/services. 

The type of consumption may be one of the following kinds: 

o Household consumption 

o Gifts for the household from others 

o Gifts from the household to others within the Emirate 

o Gifts from the household to others within the country 

o Gifts from the household to others outside the country 
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o Consumption from self-production 

o Cash Transfers 

 The place of purchasing goods/services: This question has been added at the level of each 

good/service, so that the place of purchase of the good/service is recorded when recording the 

value of spending on the good/service. The place of purchase may be one of the following places: 

o The same emirate 

o Other Emirates 

o Outside the country 

 Expenditure on food, beverages and tobacco: This part of the form includes all consumer 

food commodities such as food, drinks and tobacco. For each commodity, a line was included in 

the questionnaire that includes a proof of commodity excellence, the name of the commodity, 

and the unit of quantity measurement, such as kilograms or liters ... etc., and the value of daily 

spending on the commodity shall be in UAE dirhams. 

 

The COICOP International Classification of Commodities has been used to classify and arrange the main 

and ancillary expenditure groups and commodities in the expenditure form. As for the commodity coding 

guide, it is a code consisting of four parts. The first part is the symbol of the group to which the commodity 

belongs. The second part is the symbol of the department within the same group to which the commodity 

belongs, whereas the third part is the branch code within the department in the group to which the 

commodity belongs. 

 

Example: The name of the commodity is Corn Flakes. This commodity falls within group no. (1), which 

is food, beverages and tobacco. Within section no. (1), which is food, it falls in section no. (1) bread, 

grains and their products and sequence no. 25 in the commodities of this subsection. Therefore, the 

coding guide for the Corn Flakes commodity is 01.1.1.25, and so on for the rest of the commodities. 

 Expenditure on other goods and services: The arrangement of this part of the form is 

exactly as it is in the food, beverages and tobacco part, i.e., there is a classification of groups 

and then sections within groups, and sub-sections within sections, and finally there is a serial 

number for the good or service within the single sub-sections. 

 

3. The weekly auxiliary household expenditure book  

The auxiliary household expenditure book is a paper form that was prepared to record the daily purchases 

of households according to the commodity, quantity and value. 

The arrangement of the main expenditure groups in the book, is completely consistent with the form. 

Because the household's purchases are followed up for a whole month, the auxiliary household 

expenditure book gives the household the opportunity to record its purchases; this increases the accuracy 

and efficiency of the data and does not permit any omissions.  
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The auxiliary household expenditure book has been designed in two versions:  
 

 Paper version: 

If the household has the desire to record its purchases on the paper version of the auxiliary household 

expenditure book, each household is assigned an auxiliary household expenditure book to record its 

spending throughout the week, and in the following week, the interviewer receives and checks the 

household’s spending data for the week and delivers a new ledger for the data of the following week. 

In the case of share households, if it is not possible to collect the spending of all household members in 

one auxiliary household expenditure book , each individual is assigned his/her own auxiliary household 

expenditure book to record his/her weekly purchases. In the following week, the interviewer receives 

and checks each person’s spending data for the week and hands them a new book for the data of the 

following week. 

 Electronic version: 

On the other hand, the auxiliary household expenditure book an electronic version has been designed to 

be available on the survey website, to be filled weekly and contains the names of the subgroups. If the 

household wishes to record its purchases on the electronic version of the auxiliary household expenditure 

book, it will be available on the website of the survey, so that the household can coordinate with the field 

interviewer to do so. 

 

Sampling Method 

In order to obtain better representative results, the method of two-stage random stratified sampling 

technique was used, at the level of citizen households and non- citizen households.  

 

The sample of national households has been designed to be representative at the level of the main 

area/zone, where the areas have been divided into population groups / sectors, “layers”, and from within 

each layer a sample was drawn from the counting areas using the sample-proportional-to-size method in 

the first stage and from within each counting area a cluster (12 households representing a counting area) 

was drawn in the second stage. 

 

On the other hand, the sample of non-citizen households was designed to be representative at the level 

of the regions "Abu Dhabi, Al Ain, Al Dhafra", and from within each region a sample was drawn from the 

"counting areas" using the proportional sampling method in the first stage, and from each "counting 

area" a cluster (12 households representing the counting area) was drawn in the second stage. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

  10 

Distribution of the sample over the months of the year 

As mentioned previously, the income and expenditure data in this survey are affected by some seasonal 

variables, as income and expenditure among different segments of society vary from month to month or 

even from week to week with respect to household spending. In order to deal with seasonality, the survey 

sample must be spread over all the months of the year to ensure that the sample covers all cases of 

seasonality. The process of distributing the sample shall be according to the following: 

 The total survey sample shall be split into 12 subsamples or parts, so that the number of 

households is equal in all subsamples or parts, with each part representing one month. 

 The part (or the monthly sample) be representative of all segments of society. 

 

Rules for choosing a substitute household 

For cases of closed housing units after several follow-ups by the interviewer, or for housing units devoid 

of households at the time of the visit, substitute households shall be drawn from the list of substitute 

households for each sample cluster and provided to controllers according to the following rules: 

First rule: the household to be visited in the housing unit specified according to the attached sample list 

available to the controller shall be a citizen household. When visiting the household, it shall first asked of 

the household type according to its nationality (the nationality of the head of the household); the 

household being (citizen / non-citizen). If the household is actually a citizen household, its data is normally 

filled in. However, if it is not a citizen household, an apology is made to the household and a substitute 

citizen household shall be directly selected according to the sequence on the list of substitute households 

available to the controller. 

Second rule: This rules applies if the household to be visited according to the attached list is a private, 

non-citizen household. When this household is actually visited, it shall first be asked of its nationality. If 

it is a non-citizen household, its data shall be satisfactorily filled in.  However, if the household is a citizen 

household or a share household, an apology shall be made to the household and a substitute, private 

non-citizen household shall be directly selected according to the sequence on the list of substitute 

households available to the controller. 

Third rule: If the household to be visited according to the attached list is a share household, it shall be 

treated as a non-citizen household. Hence if the household to be visited according to the sample list is a 

share household and it turns out at the time of the visit that it is a private non-citizen household, its data 

shall be completed as a substitute for the share household.  But if it turns out that the household is a 

citizen household, a substitute shall be selected from the list of non-national substitute households 

irrespective of whether it is a share or private one. 
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General rule: If more than one household is included in the housing unit specified in the sample, the 

survey data shall be collected for one household only, as follows: 

 The household whose name is specified in the sample list shall be interviewed. 

 If the household moved and has been replaced by another household, a household of the same 

type that was residing in the same part of the housing unit shall be interviewed.  

 If the household moved and has been replaced by another household, and the space in which it 

was residing is not inferred, a household from the ones present in the unit and of the same type 

and the same category of nationality, for example, an Arab, Asian...etc., shall be chosen.  

 In the event that it is not possible to find a household of the same nationality category, a 

household of the same type shall be selected provided that it is one of the oldest households 

residing in the unit.  

 

Data Collection Approach 

Normally, the data of this survey is collected through personal interviews with households, follow-ups by 

phone, where required, and through electronic forms loaded on IPADs. The survey implementation 

methodology is based on following up each of the sample households for a whole month by means of 

several visits to the household during which all the required data from the household is duly completed. 

The method of collecting statistical data for this survey varies according to the type of data; it is as 

follows: 

 

 Basic household information: These are collected once during the first week of the survey. 

 Housing characteristics data: This data is collected once during the first week of the survey. 

 Individual characteristics data: This is collected once during the first week of the survey. 

 Household income data: collected once during the last week of the survey. 

 Household expenditure data: This is collected in the course of multiple visits, on an average 

of two visits per week. The survey methodology requires completing daily data for all days of the 

household's food month. This data consist in the quantity of household purchases (in kilograms 

or numbers or liters and any other appropriate unit of measurement) and the value of these 

purchases (in dirhams) with respect to all food commodities. 

 

Reference period of the survey data 

The time reference period for which the data variable is collected varies, depending on the type of data 

as follows:  

 The housing characteristics data is collected in full at the time of the visit. 

 Individuals’ characteristics data is collected at the time of the visit, with the exception of 

questions relating to the labor force, where the reference period is the week preceding the visit. 

 Income data: Individuals are asked about the current income and capital operations of the 

individual that took place during the year prior to the month of the household survey. 
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 Expenditure data: The reference periods of household spending data vary according to the 

special characteristics of some goods and services. 

 

Field work program 

The nature of the household income and expenditure survey is different from other household surveys. 

Interviewing the household in this survey does not end with just one visit; rather, it requires a number 

of visits to follow up on the household over an entire month. Every month 6 households are assigned to 

one interviewer to follow up with throughout the whole month and close the data collection process. In 

the following month, 6 new households are assigned to the interviewer, and so on for all the months of 

the year, at the rate of 72 households per interviewer per year. A specific work program has been 

developed for interviewers enabling them to follow up on the field work throughout the survey duration. 

On the other hand, it should be noted that the above-mentioned work program is flexible, as certain 

cases of households may require more or less visits than the number specified in the program. The 

interviewer may find that some households do not fit with this program and are not prepared to receive 

the interviewer on more than one visit per week, for instance; or the household may insist on dealing 

with the interviewer via phone or other means. Hence, the interviewer must be flexible in dealing with 

households in the field and ponder the circumstances surrounding them. 

 

Follow-up of households 

On the other hand, according to this methodology, the sample households are followed up for a whole 

month. During this period the interviewer may come across cases of total non-response (total lack of 

cooperation with the interviewer on the part of the household starting as of the first visit), or partial non-

response i.e. the household responds over a certain period of the month and then refuses to continue 

cooperation. In the event that the household apologizes for not cooperating or responding to follow-up 

after several attempts by the interviewer, the procedure explained below shall be taken in each of the 

following cases: 

 

In the event that the household declines to cooperate or respond to follow-ups on the first 

visit: 

The field controller shall be provided with a list of substitute households in order to choose a substitute 

household for in the place of the one refusing to cooperate. This shall be done in conformance to a 

specific selection methodology that will be provided to the interviewer and controller during the field 

work. 

 

If the household declines to cooperate or respond to follow-up visits after less than two 

weeks:  

A new household shall be selected from the list of substitute households to replace this one. During visits 

specified to this household in subsequent weeks, its expenditure data over the first two weeks shall be 

investigated. 
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In the event that the household declines to cooperate or respond to follow-ups after the first 

two weeks of the month of the visit: 

No substitute for this household shall be chosen and, alternatively, the rest of its data shall be estimated 

for the remaining two weeks in accordance with the methods of imputation of missing statistical data. 

As for the cases of closed housing units after several follow-ups by the interviewer, or for housing units 

devoid of households at the time of the visit, substitute households shall be selected from the list of 

substitute households that are provided to controllers for each of the sample clusters. 

 

Technical points 

The following points were taken into account when collecting data: 

 Possession (accrual basis): In this survey, the principle of accrual was adopted, which means 

recording the value of the transaction (expenditure or income) at the time of accrual and not at 

the time of payment or receipt. Possession means that the expenditure includes all the goods 

and services acquired by the household during the reference period irrespective of whether or 

not they were paid for during this period, and also irrespective of whether or not they were 

consumed during the same period.   

 The household’s expenditure on servants and the like counts as part of its expenditure, while 

servants and drivers expenditure on themselves from the wages they receive, s not included in 

the household’s expenditure. 

 If a part of one of the items of expenditure relates to the household and another part relates to 

a project of the household, such as a car owned by the household which the household 

sometimes uses in its affairs, then the spending on the car shall be distributed proportionately 

between using the car in serving the household and in serving the project. If this division is not 

possible, the common pattern of use shall be considered. 

 If the household obtains - for the purpose of consumption - some commodities from an 

establishment belonging to it without paying their cash value, then their value is estimated and 

included in the expenditure of the household. 

 If the household provides some goods and services in the form of presents and gifts to others, 

the monetary value of these goods and services shall be estimated and included in the table 

specified for presents and gifts in the form. 

 If the household obtains a durable commodity during the reference period by installment 

payment, the value of the commodity shall be fully included in the expenditure of the household. 

 The estimated/imputed rent value of the houses owned by their occupants, as well as the houses 

granted to some households as an in-kind benefit from the employer, shall be included in 

expenditure of the household. 

 The value of the installments due from the household during the specified period shall not be 

included in the expenditure; instead it shall be recorded in the table of capital operations. 
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 The loans repaid by the household (whether they are loans given to others or loans repaid) shall 

not be included in the expenditure of the household; rather they shall be recorded in the capital 

operations table. 

 Investment expenditure of all kinds does not fall within the household’s spending, i.e. the 

spending devoted to buying or owning assets with the aim of earning incomes such as the 

machinery and equipment of a project owned by the household. 

 

Data Editing 
 

1. Data editing methodology 

Data editing is a very important topic for this type of survey, which is characterized by multiple variables. 

The editing process in all its stages depends on auditing rules and principles pre-specified for interviewers. 

The data audit goes through several basic stages, the most important of which are: 

 Automated editing rules: Automated editing rules were set for all survey forms whereby the 

variables of housing characteristics were linked to the variables of the characteristics of 

individuals, income and expenditure data. Through these rules the data of different variables is 

linked to achieve high quality in the type of output.  This type of editing controls any errors that 

appear in the form during the entry process, as it would not allow errors to be passed. For 

example, the head of the household must be 15 years or more. When entering this statement, 

the device does not allow the registration of a head of a household whose age is less than 15. 

As regards spending, for instance, it is possible to divide value by quantity to obtain the average 

price of the commodity whereas at the level of each commodity a minimum and an upper limit 

for the price have been set. If either of these two limits is exceeded, the device does not allow 

entering the data, and so on. 

 Preliminary data editing: This is done by following up on the auxiliary household expenditure 

book on a continuous basis during household visits, and by following up the forms of housing,  

“household and individual characteristics along with income. The audit process at this stage is 

carried out by the controller. 

 Desk editing: This process is carried out by a specialized editing team, which fully reviews all 

types of forms. This stage of editing begins after filling out the form of the characteristics of 

households and individuals. As for the expenditure form, the stage of its weekly check begins 

after the completion of filling in the entire week’s data and unloading it from the auxiliary 

household expenditure book to the main form during the household month. The final stage is 

the editing of the income forms. 
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2. Data coding methodology: 

As mentioned earlier, part of the questionnaire data is self-encoded in the answers to questions, i.e. there 

is no need to encode the answers. For example, the gender of the individual:  1. male, 2. female, or, for 

instance, the marital status of the head of the household; 1. Married, 2. Unmarried, 3. Divorced, 4. 

Widowed, 5. Separated. The same applies to the economic activity (on one digit) and the profession (on 

two digits), which are auto-encoded by appropriate selection of the activity and occupation of the 

individual. 

As for the individual’s nationality variable, its encoding depends on the nationalities guide, which was 

used to encode the data of the general population census 2011. At the stage of filling out the form, the 

interviewer selects the nationality of the individual, and the individual’s nationality code is automatically 

determined and placed in the designated place in the form opposite to the text on nationality. 

3. Data entry methodology 

As part of the preparatory phase of the survey, a system and program for automatic entry of survey 

forms are prepared. After completing the preparation of the system, specimens of forms are uploaded 

on the IPADs, and the data entry phase begins automatically by the interviewer during the process of 

collecting data from the field. The controller matches from time to time a sample of the entered forms to 

ensure the efficiency and accuracy of the entry process. 

4. Data Quality Methodology 

Quality assurance of the survey results can only be achieved by ensuring the quality in applying of all of 

technical processes of the survey. This stage includes testing a number of indicators that reflect the 

quality of the data collected. This is done in two stages: 

Stage 1: In the middle of the month, the Methodology Department studies the entered data and 

conducts initial tests on the accuracy and homogeneity of the data by interlinking of different variables. 

Stage 2: This stage begins at the end of the month, as the compatibility and consistency of the data of 

all variables in the form are tested together with testing the validity of the questions skips in the form 

and correct recording the required answers. To check this out, a sample file is used for testing through 

the following steps:  

 Calculating certain statistical indicators such as response rate, percentages of matching of the 

household sample in terms of nationality: citizen/non-citizen/share and other percentages. 

 Calculation of some indicators, including various averages and percentages and tentative 

determination of how logical these indicators are. 

 Preparing some crosstabs that link the different variables in the survey, such as linking the 

employment status of the individual to his/her income, or the educational status of the head of 

the household to the level of the household spending to identify the extent of their logicality. 
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Indicators Calculation 
 

The methods of calculating the indicators of the results of this survey varied according to the diversity of 

the required outputs. The results of this survey included cross-tabulation of the distribution of households 

and individuals, average income/expenditure of the household/individual, and the total 

income/expenditure. Here are the methods for calculating these indicators: 

First: Distribution of households and individuals by of household type, region, categories of 

income/expenditure/household/individuals.  

Cross tabulations of households and individuals were built according to the variables above, where the 

cell in the table represents the sum of households/individuals according to the type of variables specified 

in the table. For example, if the table is: distribution of households by region and household type, then 

the first cell represents the citizen household that live in the Abu Dhabi region, and accordingly, the 

equation for this cell is: 

The weighted total of citizen households residing in Abu Dhabi region.  

Second: Average income/expenditure of households/individuals by type of household, region, categories 

of income/expenditure/households/individuals. Crosstabs were constructed for households and 

individuals according to the variables above, whereby the cell in the table represents the average 

income/expenditure of the household/individual according to the types of variables specified in the table. 

For example, if the table is: average household income by sources of income and household type, then 

the first cell represents the average income of the citizen household from salaries and wages. Therefore, 

the equation for this cell is: 

The weighted total income of citizen households from salaries and wages divided by the weighted total 

number of citizen households. 

The average per capita income of a citizen individual is calculated as follows: 

The weighted total income of citizen households from salaries and wages, divided by the weighted the 

total number of citizen individuals. 

If the table is: the average expenditure of household according to expenditure groups and household 

type, then the first cell represents the average expenditure of the citizen household on the group of food 

and beverages, and accordingly, the equation for this cell is: 

The weighted total of citizen households’ expenditure on all goods and services of the food and beverage 

group, divided by the weighted total number of citizen households. 
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As for the average per capita expenditure according to expenditure groups and household type, the first 

cell represents the average expenditure of the individual citizen on the food and beverages group. 

Therefore, the equation for this cell is: 

The weighted total of citizen households’ expenditure on all goods and services of the food and beverages 

group, divided by the weighted total members of the citizen households. 

Third: totals of household income/expenditure by type of household, region, categories of 

income/expenditure/household/individual. 

Crosstabs were made for households and individuals according to the variables above, where the cell in 

the table represents the total income/expenditure of the household according to the type of variables 

specified in the table. 

For example, if the table is: total household income by sources of income and household type, then the 

first cell represents the total income of a citizen household from salaries and wages, and therefore the 

equation for this cell is: 

The weighted total of citizen households’ income from salaries and wages. 

If the table is: total expenditure of households on the main expenditure groups by household type, then 

the first cell represents the total expenditure of citizen households on the group of food and beverages. 

Therefore, the equation for this cell is: 

The weighted total of citizen household’s expenditure on the food and beverages group. 

Fourth: The relative importance of goods/services by type of household, region. 

Crosstabs were generated for households according to the variables above, where the cell in the table 

represents the relative importance of the good/service according to the type of variables specified in the 

table.  

For example, if the table is: the relative importance of goods/services according to the type of household, 

then the first cell represents the relative importance of the of citizen households expenditure on the 

commodity “Indian Basmati rice” and the equation of this cell is: 

The weighted total of citizen households’ expenditure on “Indian Basmati rice” divided by the weighted 

total of citizen households’ expenditure on all goods and services multiplied by 100%. 

 

 

 

 



 

   

  18 

Outputs  

The outputs and results of the Household Income and Expenditure Survey include many important indicators 

including: 

 Distribution of households by household type, household size, and by area 

 Distribution of households by dwelling type, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of households by dwelling type, type of tenure, and by area 

 Distribution of households by dwelling type, household size, and by area 

 Distribution of households by main construction material for the ceiling of the residence and by area 

 Distribution of households by main construction material for the floorings of the residence and by area 

 Distribution of households by main construction material for the walls of the residence and by area 

 Distribution of households by total number of rooms, rent value categories, and by area 

 Distribution of households by total number of bed rooms, rent value categories, and by area 

 Distribution of households by type of main air conditioner, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of households by residence main electricity source, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of households by sources of water for domestic use, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of households by sources of drinking water, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of households by main energy source used for cooking, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of households by sewer method used in residence, household type, and by region  

 Distribution of households by the method used to dispose the household waste, household type, and 

by area  

 Distribution of households by No. of times the household disposed waste, household type, and by area  

 Percentage of households suffering from pollution in the vicinity of the dwelling by household type and 

by area, % 

 Percentage of households that suffer from bad phenomena within the dwelling unit by household type 

and by area,% 

 Availability of home appliances owned by every (100) households by household type 

 Distribution of households that perform economic activity from the dwelling by economic activity and 

by household type 

 The percentage of households shopping online and the percentage of their purchases 

 Distribution of households by dwelling type, rent value categories, and by area 

 Distribution of households by household income classes and by household type 

 Ratio of female headed households 

 Number of households, population size, and number of servants by household type 

 Distribution of population by household type, household size, and by area 

 Distribution of population by dwelling type, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of population by dwelling type, type of tenure, and by area 

 Distribution of population by dwelling type, household size, and by area 

 Distribution of population by main construction material for the ceiling of the residence and by area 
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 Distribution of population by main construction material for the floorings of the residence and by area 

 Distribution of population by main construction material for the walls of the residence and by area 

 Distribution of population by total number of rooms, rent value categories, and by area 

 Distribution of population by total number of bed rooms, rent value categories, and by area 

 Distribution of population by type of main air conditioner, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of population by residence main electricity source, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of population by sources of water for domestic use, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of population by sources of drinking water, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of population by main energy source used for cooking, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of population by sewer method used in residence, household type, and by area  

 Distribution of population by the method used to dispose the household waste, household type, and 

by area  

 Distribution of population by No. of times the household disposed waste, household type, and by area  

 Distribution of population by relation to head of household, gender, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of members (15 years and more) by marital status, gender, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of members (3 years and more) by education level, gender, household type, and by area 

 Distribution of members (15 years and more) by working status, gender, household type, and by area 

 Working members (15 years and more) by occupation, gender, household type, and by area 

 Working members (15 years and more) by economic activities, gender, household type, and by area 

 Working members (15 years and more) by working sector, gender, household type, and by area 

 Dependency ratio for children, elderly, and total dependency ratio by household type and by area 

 Distribution of members by disability type, degree of difficulty, and by gender and household type 

 Distribution of population by dwelling type, rent value categories, and by area 

 Distribution of population by dwelling type, rent value categories, and by household type 

 Distribution of population by total number of rooms, rent value categories, and by household type 

 Annual average household income by income source, household type, and by area 

 Annual average household income by income source, annual household income categories, and by 

area 

 Annual average household income by income source, annual household income categories and by 

household type 

 Annual average household income by income source, annual per capita income categories, and by 

area 

 Annual average household income by income source, annual per capita income categories and by 

household type 

 Annual average household income by income source, annual household expenditure categories, and 

by household type 

 Annual average household income by income source, annual per capita expenditure categories, and 

by household type 

 Annual average household income by income source, household type, and by area 
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 Annual average household income by income source, working sector for the head of the household, 

and by household type 

 Annual Household income by income source, household type, and by region 

 Annual Household income by income source, annual household income categories, and by area (Million 

AED) 

 Annual Household income by income source, annual household expenditure categories, and by 

household type (Million AED) 

 Annual average per capita income by income source, household type, and by area 

 Annual average per capita income by income source, annual household income categories, and by 

area 

 Annual average per capita income by income source, annual household income categories and by 

household type 

 Annual average per capita income by income source, annual per capita income categories, and by area 

 Annual average per capita income by income source, annual per capita income categories and by 

household type 

 Annual average per capita income by income source, annual household expenditure categories, and 

by household type 

 Annual average per capita income by income source, annual per capita expenditure categories, and 

by household type 

 Annual average per capita income by income source, household type, and by area 

 Annual average per capita income (for members with income) by income source, household type, and 

by area 

 Annual average per capita income (for members with income) by income source, education level,  and 

by household type 

 Annual average per capita income (for members with income) by income source, annual household 

income categories, and by household type 

 Annual average per capita income (for members with income) by income source, occupation, and by 

household type 

 Annual average per capita income (for members with income) by income source, economic activity, 

and by household type 

 Annual average per capita income (for members with income) by income source, working sector, and 

by household type 

 Percentage distribution of households' annual purchasing by purchase method 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by household type and by area 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by household expenditure categories 

and by household type 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by household income categories and 

by household type 

 Annual average household expenditure by rent value categories, dwelling type, and by area 
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 Annual average household expenditure by rent value categories, household size, and by household 

type 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by household size and by household 

type 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by the age categories of the head of 

household and by household type 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by education level of the head of 

household and by household type 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by the occupation of the head of 

household and by household type 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by the economic activity for the head 

of household and by household type 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by the working sector for the head of 

household and by household type 

 Annual average household expenditure on expenditure groups by household type and by area 

 Annual Household expenditure on expenditure groups by household type and by area 

 Annual Household expenditure on expenditure groups, by household size categories, and by household 

type 

 Annual Household expenditure by annual rent value categories, household size, and by area 

 Annual Household expenditure on expenditure groups by household income categories and by 

household type 

 Annual Households' expenditure on goods and services by household type 

 Annual Households' expenditure consumption on goods and services by household type 

 Annual Households' expenditure on goods and services by area 

 Annual Households expenditure on expenditure goods and services, by area, Citizen households 

 Annual Households' expenditure on goods and services by area, Non- Citizens households 

 Annual Households' expenditure on expenditure goods and services by area, Collective households 

 Annual Household expenditure on sub-groups groups by household type 

 Annual average per capita expenditure on expenditure groups by household type and by area 

 Annual average per capita expenditure on expenditure groups by household type and by area 

 Annual average per capita expenditure by rent value categories, dwelling type, and by area 

 Annual average per capita expenditure on expenditure groups by household size and by household 

type 

 Annual average per capita expenditure on expenditure groups by household expenditure categories 

and by household type 

 Annual per capita consumption share of food by household type 

 Annual per capita consumption share of food by area 
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Timeliness  

The results of the Household Income and Expenditure Survey shall be issued within a period not 

exceeding 8 months from the date of completion of the survey. 

 

Dissemination 

The results of the Household Income and Expenditure Survey are disseminated among the authorities 

concerned and the public, based on the directives of the higher management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




