Economic Standards & Definitions

1. Main economic activity: The main type of business practised by the establishment. If the establish
ment has multiple activities, the main economic activity is determined based on the activity that yields
the major part of the establishment’s revenue.
2. License Number: The licence number issued for the establishment by the licencing authority. It must
be recorded fully and clearly out of the licence document itself.
3. Licencing authority: The entity authorized to issue practice licence for the establishment such as (The
Department of Economic Development, Khalifa Industrial Zone Abu Dhabi (Kizad), Higher Corporation
for Specialized Economic Zones (Icad), Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority, Media Zone Authority (twofour54)
and Masdar City.
4. Establishment’s Financial Year:The period for which profit and loss statements and the general
budget of the establishment are prepared. It is the survey year i.e. 2012, or the period that includes at
least (6 months) of 2012.
5. Sector: It refers to the classification of establishment by type of capital ownership into the following:

· Abu Dhabi Government:  It refers to the establishments owned by Abu Dhabi Government
whether their budgets are independent or included in Abu Dhabi Government budget.

· Federal Government: It refers to the establishments owned by the Federal Government whether
their budgets are independent of or included in the government budget.

· Other Local Governments: It refers to the establishments owned by the governments of other
emirates whether their budgets are independent of or included in the government budget.

· Private: It includes all establishments and organisations practising any economic activity that are
fully owned by one person or a group of shareholders without the contribution of any local or federal
government to their ownership.

· Joint: Includes enterprises and companies that undertake any economic activity, and where own
ership is joint between the government (local or federal) and individuals, private companies, or any
foreign body.

· Foreign: Are those establishments that practise any economic activity and are fully owned by
foreign bodies.
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6. Legal status: It refers to the legal form of the establishment’s capital ownership. It can be any of the
following:
1. Sole proprietorship: It refers to an establishment owned by one natural person who is the sole
owner of its capital or ownership.
2. Partnership Company: It refers to a company, owned by two or more persons, in which each
partner acts as a guarantor to the other partners, and each is fully liable for the company’s obligations
to third parties, where his share in the company exceeds to his personal property. It is a prerequisite
that the partners’ stocks are not in the form of instruments or tradable shares.

3. Simple Limited Partnership: It refers to a company that has two groups of partners:
- The first group: the general partners, who enjoy all the conditions of the partnership.
- The second group: the limited partners, who are responsible towards others within the limits
of their shares of company ownership.
4. Partnership limited with shares: A company that consists of two groups of partners:
i. Solidarity team subject to condition of the Partnership.
ii. A team of partners or shareholders who are not liable for the company’s obligations towards third
parties (others) except to the extent of their shares in the company’s capital.
The characteristics of this company are as follows:
a. Capital must not be less than 500,000 dirhams.
b. The capital is divided into tradable shares of equal value.
5. Limited Liability Company: It is the company in which the number of partners should not be
less than two or more than fifty, with each of them liable only within the limitation of their share in
capital. The shares may not be represented in tradable instruments.
The characteristics of this company are as follows : 
a.  Its capital should not be less than 150,000 dirhams paid in full. 
b.  Its name should include the phrase ‘Limited Liability’. 
c.  It may not practice insurance, banking, or third party funds investment, nor may it resort to
initial public offering (IPO) or issue tradable shares.
d.  The names of the partners must be mentioned in the contract. 
e.  The company has a limited duration. 

b. The magnitude of the projects it undertakes.
c. Its name should include the phrase ‘public shareholding’.
d. Founding members should not be less than ten, with their share in the capital not less than
20% and not more than 45%.
7. Private joint stock company: A company that consists of three or more associates. It does not
offer its shares for public offering, and its capital is fully subscribed by its founders.
The properties of this company are as follows:
a. The capital must be no less than two million dirhams.
b. The capital divided into non-tradable shares of equal value.
c. The liability of the associates does not exceed the value of their shares in the company.
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6. Public Joint Stock Company: A company that consists of institutional partners and shareholders
whose capital is divided into tradable shares of equal value. Its capital is formed by public offering,
and the shareholder is only liable for the value of his/her share in the company’s capital. The Federal
Government or any of the local governments may become a stockholder in this type of company
and contribute part of its capital.
The characteristics of this company are:
a. The size of their capital (less than ten million dirhams).
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8. Public Sector: This is an entity whose shares are owned in full by the federal government, the
government of Abu Dhabi, or one of the local governments, whether its budget is independent or
incorporated in the general budget of any of these governments.
9. Cooperative sector: A cooperative society is an association established by natural or legal persons
for a specific or non-specific period for the purpose of elevating the economic and social level of its
members through following cooperative principles, particularly the following:
a) The membership will be optional and limited to citizens.
b) The Capital of Assembly consists of an indefinite number of shares. Each person has the right
to subscribe and to assign his/her shares to any other person in accordance with the provisions
of the law and the Statute of the Assembly.
c) The members shall have equal rights and duties, regardless of the shares they own.
d) The capital shares do not receive revenue that exceeds 10% of its nominal value.
e) The distribution of net profit must be based on the volume of transactions each member
makes with the association.
10. A branch of a foreign establishment: It is a branch of a foreign entity operating in the Emirate
of Abu Dhabi in any economic activity, while the head office or parent company is registered away
from the United Arab Emirates.
11. Other (state): Any other type of establishment other than the types listed above, and the type
must be stated clearly.
1. Type of establishment: it refers to any of the following cases:

· Single Establishment (Without Branches): A single stand-alone establishment that has
no other branches inside or outside the Emirate or abroad and is not affiliated to any other
establishment.

· Local branch with separate accounts: An establishment that is affiliated with a head office,
whether the head office is in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi or in another emirate, but the branch
holds accounts independent of the head office.

· Head office with branches: An establishment that has one or more affiliated branches,
whether it is located in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi or in other emirates. Noting that the data
provided by the establishment must not include the data of other branches located outside
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.

· Branch of Foreign Establishment : A branch of foreign establishments that operates in the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi while the head office or the parent company is registered away from the
UAE.
12. Main revenues: The value of revenues is the value of all goods produced from the main activity
under the responsibility and control of an institutional unit that uses inputs of labour, capital, and
goods and services to produce outputs of goods and other services under that activity in the
production unit.
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They refer to the revenues of the main activity practised by the establishment which achieve the
largest share in the total production value or the highest return for the establishment, and which
consist of:
1. Contracts Revenues:
1.1 Revenue of Construction of Buildings and Civil Engineering Activities: revenues
achieved from the projects carried out by the main contractor who is defined as the person
directly contracted to the business owner to carry out the project. They include the revenues of
the activities comprised in the projects that may last for more than one year.
1. Income from sales of goods purchased for resale: (after deducting the value of returns,
discounts from the prices of malfunctioning goods, and discounts for early payment for credit
sales), for establishments whose principal activity is wholesale or retail. These goods must be
owned by the establishment which exercises freedom of disposition.
2. Income from maintenance and repair of motor vehicles: This part of the data is completed
if the main activity of the establishment is “maintenance and repair of motor vehicles”. The
value of the revenues achieved through this activity during the survey year is recorded.
The services provided under this activity include installation of seats, painting, mechanical,
electrical, washing, lubrication, change of oil, tire repair services, etc.
3. Commissions income: This is the income of establishments operating in the field of sales
by commission which means that the establishment sells a commodity/ commodities which
it does not own, but acts as a mediator between the seller and buyer for a sum of money or a
percentage of the value of sales that is collected from the seller, buyer, or both.Income from
commissions only includes commission on the sales of goods and does not include financial
and real estate brokerage. The value of the revenues of this activity is recorded under this item.

2. Investment Revenues of Islamic banks and Financial Enterprises: the total sum of joint
investment revenues which includes: (Mudarabah, Musharakah and Murabaha), taking in account
that these banks does not apply interests.
3. Fees and commissions: the value of received commissions during the year in return for
providing banking facilities on loans, current accounts, bills, transfers, rental of safe deposit
boxes and other services, in addition to the value of profits/losses resulting from foreigncurrency
exchange.
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1. Interest Revenues: The value of accrued interest payable or receivable to/from entities resident
in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi on loans and deposits in banks, other financial institutions, any other
deposits and bills of exchange, bonds or current accounts and any other financial transactions
provided by the establishment to others. The date of this item must provide in detail to indicate
whether the interest is payable/received in/out of Abu Dhabi Emirate.
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4. Other various main revenues: Other bank main revenues not listed above.
• Fees, commissions and transfers: the income value of these establishments result from
the revenues achieved through the selling and buying of foreign currency. They also include
received commissions in return for provided services (such as cashing travelers’ checks,
currency exchange, and others).
• Currency exchange revenues: the value of profits/losses resulting from buying and selling
of foreign currency.
• Other various main revenues: Other main revenues not listed above.
1. Premiums Earned: They include “Gross premiums earned” and “Change in unearned premiums
deferred”:
• Gross premiums earned: the gross of underwritten premiums beginning during the year.
They do not include any other fees or sums collected with the premiums or calculated based
on them. These premiums are admitted on the completion of insurance work and the issuance
of insurance documents. It also refers to the value of the premiums payable by insurance
policy holders against insurance risk whether it is a non-life insurance or a life insurance.
• Change in unearned premiums deferred:
2. Reinsurance Premiums: They include “Reinsurance Premiums” and “Change in reinsurers’ share
of un earned premiums” under unearned premiums.
• Reinsurance Premiums: is the difference between the value of compensations due to the
insured by reinsurance companies and the premiums paid to reinsurance companies during
the year.
• Change in reinsurance share of unearned premiums: the difference between earned
reinsurance pre miums and unearned reinsurance premiums.
3. Claims due: They include “Gross claims due”, “Change in outstanding claims”, “Claims recovered
from reinsurance” and “Change in reinsurance share of unpaid claims”.
• Gross claims due: The value of insurance claims against the establishment during the year
whether these be for life or non-life insurance.
• Change in outstanding claims: the difference between received “Paid claims” and “Unpaid
claims”.
• Claims recovered from reinsurance: the share of reinsurance in premiums and related paid
commis sions and compensations under-settlement.
• Change in reinsurance share of unpaid claims: the difference between the reinsurance
share of unpaid claims.
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4. Commissions earned: Include “Gross commissions earned” and “Commissions due”.
• Gross commission earned: The value of received commissions during the year in return for
providing facilities.
• Commissions due: The value of profits and losses earned as a result of the buying and selling
of foreign currency.
Hotels: Establishments concerned with the provision of short-stay accommodation for visitors and
other travellers. Also included is the provision of longer-term accommodation for students, workers and
similar individuals. Some units may provide only accommodation while others provide a combination of
accommodation, meals and/or recreational facilities.
Restaurants: Establishments concerned with food and beverage serving activities providing complete
meals or drinks fit for immediate consumption, whether in traditional restaurants, self-service or takeaway restaurants, whether as permanent or temporary stands with or without seating. Decisive is the
fact that meals fit for immediate consumption are offered, not the kind of facility providing them.
Legal and accounting activities: Establishments concerned with legal representation of one party’s
interest against another party, whether or not before courts or other judicial bodies by, or under supervision
of, persons who are members of the bar, such as advice and representation in civil cases, advice and
representation in criminal actions, advice and representation in connection with labour disputes. Their
activity also includes preparation of legal documents such as articles of incorporation, partnership
agreements or similar documents in connection with company formation, patents and copyrights,
preparation of legal contracts, deeds, wills, trusts, etc. as well as other activities of notaries public, civil
law notaries, bailiffs, arbitrators, examiners and referees. Also included are accounting and bookkeeping
services such as auditing of accounting records, preparing financial statements and bookkeeping.

Architectural and engineering activities, technical testing and analysis: Establishments
concerned with the provision of architectural services, engineering services, drafting services, building
inspection services and surveying and mapping services. Their activity also includes the performance of
physical, chemical, and other analytical testing services.
Scientific research and development: Establishments concerned with the activities of three types of
research and development: 1) basic research:
experimental or theoretical work undertaken primarily to acquire new knowledge of the underlying
foundations of phenomena and observable facts, without particular application or use in view, 2) applied
research: original investigation undertaken in order to acquire new knowledge, directed primarily
towards a specific practical aim or objective and 3) experimental development: systematic work, drawing
on existing knowledge gained from research and/or practical experience, directed to producing new
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Activities of head offices; management consultancy activities: Establishments concerned with
the provision of advice and assistance to businesses and other organizations on management issues,
such as strategic and organizational planning; financial planning and budgeting; marketing objectives
and policies; human resource policies, practices, and planning; production scheduling; and control
planning. Their activities also include the overseeing and managing of other units of the same company
or enterprise, i.e. the activities of other affiliated offices.
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materials, products and devices, to installing new processes, systems and services, and to improving
substantially those already produced or installed. Research and experimental development activities in
this division are subdivided into two categories: natural sciences and engineering; social sciences and the
humanities. This division excludes market research.
Advertising and market research: Establishments concerned with the creation of advertising
campaigns and placement of such advertising in periodicals, newspapers, radio and television, or other
media as well as the design of display structures and sites.
Other professional, scientific and technical activities: Establishments concerned with professional
scientific and technical services (except legal and accounting activities; architecture and engineering
activities; technical testing and analysis; management and management consultancy activities; research
and development and advertising activities).
Veterinary activities: Establishments concerned with the provision of animal health care and control
activities for farm animals or pet animals. These activities are carried out by qualified veterinarians in
veterinary hospitals as well as when visiting farms, kennels or homes, in own consulting and surgery
rooms or elsewhere. It also includes animal ambulance activities.
Rental and leasing activities: Establishments concerned with the renting and leasing of tangible and
non-financial intangible assets, including a wide array of tangible goods, such as automobiles, computers,
consumer goods and industrial machinery and equipment to customers in return for a periodic rental
or lease payment calculated based on the price of the item rented. It is subdivided into: (1) the renting
of motor vehicles, (2) the renting of recreational and sports equipment and personal and household
equipment, (3) the leasing of other machinery and equipment of the kind often used for business
operations, including other transport equipment and (4) the leasing of intellectual property products and
similar products. Only the provision of operating leases is included in this division. This division excludes
financial leasing activities, renting of real estate and the renting of equipment with operator. The latter is
classified according to the activities carried out with this equipment, e.g. construction or transportation.
Employment activities: Establishments concerned with the activities of listing employment vacancies
and referring or placing applicants for employment, where the individuals referred or placed are not
employees of the employment agencies, supplying workers to clients’ businesses for limited periods of
time to supplement the working force of the client, and the activities of providing human resources and
human resource management services for others on a contract or fee basis. This division also includes
executive search and placement activities and activities of theatrical casting agencies. This division
excludes the activities of agents for individual artists.
Travel agency, tour operator, reservation service and related activities: This division includes
establishments concerned with the activity of selling travel, tour, transportation and accommodation
services to the general public and commercial clients and the activity of arranging and assembling tours
that are sold through travel agencies or directly by agents such as tour operators, as well as other travelrelated services including reservation services. The activities of tourist guides and tourism promotion
activities are also included.
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Security and investigation activities: Establishments concerned with security-related services such
as: investigation and detective services; guard and patrol services; picking up and delivering money,
receipts, or other valuable items with personnel and equipment to protect such properties while in
transit; operation of electronic security alarm systems, such as burglar and fire alarms, where the activity
focuses on remote monitoring these systems, but often involves also sale, installation and repair services.
If the latter components are provided separately, they are excluded from this division and classified in
retail sale, construction etc.
Services to buildings and landscape activities: Establishments concerned with the provision of a
number of general support services, such as the provision of a combination of support services within a
client’s facilities, the interior and exterior cleaning of buildings of all types, cleaning of industrial machinery,
cleaning of trains, buses, planes, etc., cleaning of the inside of road and sea tankers, disinfecting and
exterminating activities for buildings, ships, trains, etc., bottle cleaning, street sweeping, snow and ice
removal, provision of landscape care and maintenance services and provision of these services along
with the design of landscape plans and/or the construction (i.e. installation) of walkways, retaining walls,
decks, fences, ponds, and similar structures.
Office administrative, office support and other business support activities: Establishments
concerned with the provision of a range of day-to-day office administrative services, as well as ongoing
routine business and support functions for others, on a contract or fee basis. This division also includes all
support service activities typically provided to businesses not elsewhere classified. Units classified in this
division do not provide operating staff to carry out the complete operations of a business.
Education: Establishments concerned with educational activities at any level or for any profession, oral
or written as well as by radio and television or other means of communication. It includes education by
the different institutions in the regular school system at its different levels as well as adult education,
literacy programmes etc. Also included are military schools and academies, prison schools etc. at their
respective levels, as well as public as well as private education.
Education also includes establishments operating at each level of initial education, the classes include
special education for physically or mentally handicapped pupils.

Human health activities: Establishments concerned with activities of short/long-term hospitals, general
or specialty medical, surgical, psychiatric and substance abuse hospitals, sanatoria, preventoria, medical
nursing homes, asylums, mental hospital institutions, rehabilitation centres, leprosaria and other human
health institutions which have accommodation facilities and which engage in providing diagnostic
and medical treatment to inpatients with any of a wide variety of medical conditions. This division also
includes medical consultation and treatment in the field of general and specialized medicine by general
practitioners and medical specialists and surgeons. It includes dental practice activities of a general or
specialized nature and orthodontic activities. Additionally, this division includes activities for human
health not performed by hospitals or by practicing medical doctors but by paramedical practitioners
legally recognized to treat patients.
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It also includes instruction primarily concerned with sport and recreational activities such as bridge or
golf and education support activities.
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Residential care activities: Establishments concerned with the provision of residential care combined
with either nursing, supervisory or other types of care as required by the residents. Facilities are a significant
part of the production process and the care provided is a mix of health and social services with the health
services being largely some level of nursing services.
Social work activities without accommodation: Establishments concerned with the provision
of a variety of social assistance services directly to clients. The activities in this division do not include
accommodation services, except on a temporary basis.
Creative, arts and entertainment activities: Establishments concerned with the operation of
facilities and provision of services to meet the cultural and entertainment interests of their customers.
This includes the production and promotion of, and participation in, live performances, events or exhibits
intended for public viewing; the provision of artistic, creative or technical skills for the production of
artistic products and live performances.
Libraries, archives, museums and other cultural activities: Establishments concerned with the
activities of libraries and archives; the operation of museums of all kinds, botanical and zoological
gardens; the operation of historical sites and nature reserves activities. It also includes the preservation
and exhibition of objects, sites and natural wonders of historical, cultural or educational interest (e.g.
world heritage sites, etc.).
This division excludes sports, amusement and recreation activities (such as the operation of bathing
beaches and recreation parks).
Gambling and betting activities: This division includes establishments operation gambling facilities
such as casinos, bingo halls and video gaming terminals and the provision of gambling services, such as
lotteries and off-track betting.
Sports activities and amusement and recreation activities: Establishments concerned with the
provision of recreational, amusement and sports activities (except museums activities, preservation of
historical sites, botanical and zoological gardens and nature reserves activities; and gambling and betting
activities). Excluded from this division are dramatic arts, music and other arts and entertainment such as
the production of live theatrical presentations, concerts and opera or dance productions and other stage
productions.
Activities of membership organizations: Establishments concerned with activities of organizations
representing interests of special groups or promoting ideas to the general public. These organizations
usually have a constituency of members, but their activities may involve and benefit non-members as
well. The primary breakdown of this division is determined by the purpose that these organizations
serve, namely interests of employers, self-employed individuals and the scientific community, interests
of employees or promotion of religious, political, cultural, educational or recreational ideas and activities.
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Repair of computers and personal and household goods: Establishments concerned with the
repair and maintenance of computers peripheral equipment such as desktops, laptops, computer
terminals, storage devices and printers. It also includes the repair of communications equipment such
as fax machines, two-way radios and consumer electronics such as radios and TVs, home and garden
equipment such as lawn-mowers and blowers, footwear and leather goods, furniture and home
furnishings, clothing and clothing accessories, sporting goods, musical instruments, hobby articles and
other personal and household goods.

Other personal service activities: Establishments concerned with all service activities not mentioned
elsewhere in the classification. Notably it includes types of services such as washing and (dry-)cleaning of
textiles and fur products, hairdressing and other beauty treatment, funeral and related activities.
Publishing activities: They include the revenues obtained from the publishing of books, brochures,
leaflets, dictionaries, encyclopaedias, atlases, maps and charts; publishing of newspapers, journals and
periodicals; directory and mailing list and other publishing, as well as software publishing. This item
excludes the publishing of motion pictures, video tapes and movies on DVD or similar media and the
production of master copies for records or audio material. Also excluded are printing and the mass
reproduction of recorded media.
Motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music
publishing activities: They include the revenues obtained from the production of theatrical and
non-theatrical motion pictures whether on film, videotape or disc for direct projection in theatres or for
broadcasting on television; supporting activities such as film editing, cutting, dubbing etc.; distribution
of motion pictures and other film productions to other industries; as well as motion picture or other film
productions projection. Also included is the buying and selling of distribution rights for motion pictures

Computer programming, consultancy and related activities: They include the revenues obtained
from the activities of providing expertise in the field of information technologies: writing, modifying,
testing and supporting software; planning and designing computer systems that integrate computer
hardware, software and communication technologies; on-site management and operation of clients’
computer systems and/or data processing facilities; and other professional and technical computerrelated activities.
Information service activities: They include the revenues obtained from the activities of web search
portals, data processing and hosting activities, as well as other activities that primarily supply information.
They include the activities of news agencies.
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or other film productions. This division also includes the sound recording activities, i.e. production of
original sound master recordings, releasing, promoting and distributing them, publishing of music as
well as sound recording service activities in a studio or elsewhere.
Programming and broadcasting activities: They include the revenues obtained from the activities
of creating content or acquiring the right to distribute content and subsequently broadcasting that
content, such as radio, television and data programs of entertainment, news, talk, and the like. Also
included is data broadcasting, typically integrated with radio or TV broadcasting. The broadcasting can
be performed using different technologies, over-the-air, via satellite, via a cable network or via Internet.
This division also includes the production of programs that are typically narrowcast in nature (limited
format, such as news, sports, education or youth-oriented programming).
Telecommunications: They include the revenues obtained from the activities of providing
telecommunications and related service activities, i.e. transmitting voice, data, text, sound and video. The
transmission facilities that carry out these activities may be based on a single technology or a combination
of technologies such as various types of telephones, telegrams and telex. The item also includes the
activities related to communication network maintenance, broadcasting stations, the internet, and
broadcasting data and television channels through wired, wireless and satellite cables.
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Local interests received: sums gained by the establishment as a result of lending others or depositing
funds in banks or owning debt securities in the Emirate.
External interests received: sums gained by the establishment as a result of lending others or
depositing funds in banks or owning debt securities outside the Emirate.
Local dividends: the profits due to the establishment as a result of ownership of shares in the capital of
another establishment in the Emirate.
External dividends: the profits due to the establishment as a result of ownership of shares in the capital
of another establishment outside the Emirate.
Foreign exchange gains: the value of the profits gained by the establishment as a result of exchanging
the currency it owns to other currencies.
Islamic deposits income: Investment income from the funds of the parent company in shares, bonds
and securities.
Other financial revenues: Any financial revenue gained by the establishment other than what is
classified above such as the sales of shares and other securities.
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