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Overview
The annual environmental survey is considered one of the main sources of annual environmental data
for Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi (SCAD). This survey provides fundamental data on environmental
management at the economic establishments operating in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. To measure the
importance of such survey, SCAD carries out this process upon relying on the most robust international
classifications and methodologies adopted in this respect.

Objectives


Collecting necessary information on energy generation and consumption as to carry out
environmental calculations and compile energy indicators;



Collecting necessary information on waste production and management to carry out calculate
international indicators as by economic activity;



Collecting necessary information from various sources on water production and use to carry out
environmental calculations and establish the water balance;



Collecting necessary information on the economic sectors’ expenditure on environmental
protection as to produce indicators that would support Abu Dhabi plan; and



Identifying the indicators that would assist in terms of calculating the volume of carbon emissions
and emissions of other pollutants by economic activity, and contribution to the calculation of
emissions causing global warming.

Targeted Population and Sample Frame
The population targeted by the annual environmental survey encompasses all the establishments
operating in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in 2020 and 2021.

Establishments Excluded from the Targeted Population
Establishments operating in terms of the economic activities listed below are to be exempted from the
targeted population:


Section A – “Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing”’



Section O – “Public Administration and Defence; Compulsory Social Security”;



Section T – “Activities of households as employers; undifferentiated goods - and servicesproducing activities of households for own use”;



Section U – “Activities of extraterritorial organizations and bodies”;



Establishments that do not keep independent accounts and are headquartered in the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi; and



Establishments operating within the fields of “information and communication”, “financial and
insurance activities”.

The following exclusion rules are applied:
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Exclusion is applied in case the establishment or one of its supporting activities’ units’ works have
been completely interrupted.



Central banks activities are excluded since such banks cannot operate at the local level but only
at the federal level.



Certain activities are excluded in case their legal form is “governmental” (As listed under Annex
(1)).



Certain activities pertaining to the educational field are excluded in case their legal form is
“governmental” (As listed under Annex (2)).



Activities whose data are sourced from household surveys are excluded (As listed under Annex
(3)).



Activities carried out by extraterritorial organizations and bodies are excluded as they are
considered as non-resident units.



All establishments whose legal form is “representation office” are excluded.



All establishments having the description “a branch that does not keep independent accounts”
are excluded, given that they are headquartered in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.

Survey Coverage
The annual environmental survey encompasses a sample of the representative establishments across the
three regions of the Emirate: Abu Dhabi, Al Ain, and Al Dhafra. The sample encompasses economic
activities at the first- and second-digit classification levels, categorized according to the International
Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC).


Manufacturing (ISIC 2)



Construction (ISIC 1)



Community, Social, and Personal Services (ISIC 2)



Trade (ISIC 1) – (45 by ISIC 2)



Transportation (ISIC 2)

The sample is also distributed across four layers, based on the size of the establishment: (very small,
small, medium, and large).

Sample Frame
The sample frame represents the database of all the known establishments operating within the field of
goods and services production in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The frame was created in 2010, through
SCAD’s Frames Update Project. The frame was partially updated as part of the Economic Frames Update
Project of 2020.
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Sample Design
The sample design was carried out according to the stratified sampling method, whereby some economic
activities were represented at the first-digit level of classification and some other activities at the seconddigit level of classification, using the International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic
Activities (ISIC). The population was then divided into two levels:


First-digit level: Economic activities at the second-digit level of classification and some activities
at the first classification level; and



Second-digit level: Stratification according to the size of the establishment, where the
establishments of each activity are divided according to the manpower size , and divided into
four layers, as follows (pursuant to the Standard Definition set by the Ministry of Economy):

Standardised Small, Medium, and Large Establishment Definition – Ministry of Economy
Establishment Size

Trade Sector

Services Sector

Very Small Establishment

Manufacturing
Sector
1-9

1-5

1-5

Small Establishment

10-100

6-50

6-50

Medium Establishment

101-250

51-200

51-200

Large Establishment

> 250

<200

<200

Sample Size
The 2021 annual environmental survey sample was selected from each layer according to the systematic,
proportional-to-size sampling method that offers more opportunities for featuring large establishments in
the sample encompassing 4,024 establishments.

Sample Selection
The economic establishments sample was independently selected for activities, which are represented at
the second digit level of classification, using the International Standard Industrial Classification of All
Economic Activities (ISIC). The sample was selected from each layer, using the systematic, proportionalto-size sampling method, which is characterized by greater probability for inclusion of large
establishments in the sample.

Data Collection Methodology
The data collection phase forms the biggest part of the project, where the establishments identified in
the sample are visited, given that they carry out any economic activity for no less than 6 months during
the year of the survey. Data are collected through various methods that ensure high data quality and
response rates. Hence, specialists determine the most suitable method according to the establishment
type. The required data is obtained by emailing the electronic questionnaire link to the establishment.
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During the first visit, the cover page data are completed with the aid of a telephone interview, and the
preferred method for collecting the remaining data pertaining to the establishment is identified, where
after the establishment shall complete its data either through the electronic link or through completing
the questionnaire in an Excel file.

Data Collection Method
This survey adopts the following data collection approaches:


Internet Data Collection: Collecting the establishments’ data through an electronic questionnaire
available on the internet and accessed through a link sent to the establishment;



E-mail: Data collection through e-mail, by providing the establishments with the questionnaire,
sent as an Excel file, via e-mail; and



CATI (Computer Aided Telephone Interviewing): Data collection through phone calls or digital
communication means for completing the questionnaire by the respondent via computer.

Classification and Guides
The classification and guides used in terms of the survey include the following:


Economic Activity: The International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities
(ISIC 4);



Statistical Survey Implementation Guide – Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi;



Statistical Data Editing Guide – Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi; and



Statistical Sampling Guide – Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi.

Data Editing
Upon receiving the form, the field enumerator shall review it as to verify the accuracy of all the items
listed therein and liaise with the establishment if needed. Then, the Senior Field Enumerator shall review
the questionnaire and submit it to the data editor for final approval.
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Annexes
Annex (1)
In terms of the annual economic survey sample selection, establishments carrying out the following
activities are excluded from the survey in case their legal form is “governmental”.
Activity as per the
International Standard
Industrial Classification of
All Economic Activities
(ISIC)

7500

Experimental research and development in natural sciences and
engineering fields
Experimental research and development in social and humanitarian
sciences
Veterinary activities

7810

Employment agencies’ activities

7820

Temporary employment agencies’ activities

7830

Other human resources’ supply

8020

Security systems’ services’ activities

8030

Investigation activities

8610

Hospital activities

8620

Medical and dental clinics’ activities

8690

Other human health-related activities

8710

Nursing care provision and residency facilities

7210
7220

8720
8730
8790

Care provision and residency activities carried out in favour of mentally
retarded individuals, mentally ill individuals, and addicts
Care provision and residency provided to the elderly and disabled
individuals
Other care and residency activities

8890

Social work without residency activities provided to the elderly and
disabled individuals
Other social work without residency activities

9000

Creative activities, arts, and entertainment activities

9101

Libraries and archives activities

9102

Museum, historical sites, and buildings operation activities

9103

Botanical gardens, zoos, and natural reserves activities

9491

Religious organisations activities

9492

Political organisations activities

8810
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Description

Annex (2)
In terms of the annual economic survey sample selection, establishments carrying out the following
activities pertaining to the educational field are excluded from the survey in case their legal form is
“governmental”.
Activity as per the International
Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economic
Activities (ISIC)

Description

8510

Preschool and Primary Education

8521

General Secondary Education

8522

Secondary Technical and Vocational Education

8530

Higher Education

8541

Sports and Entertainment Field-Related Education

8542

Cultural Education

8549

Other uncategorized Education Types

8550

Education Support Activities

Annex (3)
In terms of the annual economic survey, activities which data are retrieved from household surveys are
excluded.
Activity as per the International
Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economic
Activities (ISIC)
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Description

9700

Activities of households as employers

9810

Undifferentiated goods-producing activities of households for own use

9820

Undifferentiated services-producing activities of households for own
use

