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Introduction 

 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official authority responsible for the compilation and 

dissemination of official statistics in the emirate of Abu Dhabi. SCAD mandate is to provide official 

statistics and recent and reliable statistical data to the government and users and in coordination with the 

ADGEs.  

 

Statistical methodology documents are meant to help end users understand how statistics are compiled, 

to facilitate informed use of the statistics as well as international comparison and benchmarking.    The 

objective of this guide is to provide end users with a brief overview of statistical methodologies used by 

SCAD, including classifications and standards applied, importance, and objectives at the level of core 

themes.  Contents of this document are extracted from detailed methodology documents that are 

accessible through SCAD’s website. That latter includes further detail, including indicators information, 

geographical coverage, alignment to international standards, data sources, as well as data adjustments, 

dissemination and accessibility. 

 

Publishing of detailed methodology documents alongside this manual reflects SCAD’s endeavor to 

continuously develop its statistics and demonstrate transparency in its methods and comes in response 

to the requirements of the Abu Dhabi government to continuously develop the Emirate’s economy, in 

fulfilment of the Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030. 
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Economy 

 

1. National Accounts Statistics 

Overview 

The National Accounts methodology has been prepared by the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) with 

the aim of providing the GDP indicator for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi at current and constant (real) prices 

according to economic activity and institutional sectors, in addition to other economic variables (such as 

production, fixed capital formation, compensation of employees and intermediate consumption).  

National accounts statistics provide a comprehensive and coherent picture to data users on 

macroeconomic performance based on a set of concepts, definitions, classifications, and accounting 

rules. Such rules constitute an internationally agreed standard for measuring the level of economic 

development and the rate of change in: 

• the economy 

• economic activities 

• the five institutional sectors (namely: non-financial corporation sector, financial corporation 

sector, general government sector, households’ sector, sectors of non-profit institutions serving 

households, and the rest of world sector) according to the United Nations (UN) System of National 

Accounts (SNA). 

The Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) has worked to provide a set of economic indicators for the 

annual national accounts. This aims to measure the performance of the economy in the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi through the measurement of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at current and constant prices and 

other economic variables at current prices (namely: production, intermediate consumption, fixed capital 

formation and compensation of employees). Production is the main approach used by SCAD for the core 

measures of GDP at an annual and quarterly basis. 

SCAD produced these indicators based on the results of field economic surveys and administrative data, 

using clear and specific principles prepared to measure the various indicators, considering approved 

international guides and classifications in the field. 

It is noteworthy that the methodology for producing annual national accounts indicators differs from that 

of the quarterly indicators, due to the difference in the sample, sources, and resources. However, the two 

methodologies agree in following the production approach, which is one of the methods of measuring the 

GDP as set out in the UN SNA. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

National accounts statistics are subject to international standards in collecting and classifying their data. 

Key classifications on which the national accounts statistics depend include the following: 

 

The System of National Accounts 1993 (SNA, 1933): The System of National Accounts is a statistical 

framework that provides a comprehensive, consistent and flexible set of macroeconomic accounts for 

policymaking, analysis and research purposes. This guide focuses on the definition of production and 

other macroeconomic indicators. Some of them are applicable and others are challenging to implement. 
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Focused work is underway on upgrading the current methods based on the 1993 system to the 2008 

system. Key current differences include: 

• Method for calculating financial intermediation services indirectly measured (FISIM) refined 

• Definition of financial services enlarged 

• Distinction between economic and legal ownership 

• Valuation of output for own final use by households and establishments to include a return to 

capital 

• Intellectual property products introduced 

 

The International Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities – Rev. 4 (ISIC 4):  

A statistical classification developed by the United Nations based on the International Standard Industrial 

Classification of all economic activities. The economic activity is defined as all the works or services 

performed or provided by the facility, and which achieve a financial return, and sometimes the facility 

does not reap a financial return from its work (as is the case in charities that depend on donations). 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

GDP is one of the key statistical economic indicators that contributes to the process of economic 

development planning, supporting the economic diversification base, and developing the economic 

sector. This helps to meet the requirements of sustainable development in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, and 

to provide indicators that support economic decision and policymaking. 

The objectives of the National Accounts are to: 

• Provide economic indicators to measure the economic performance in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 

• Provide estimates to support decision and policy makers, researchers and those interested in 

updated statistics and indicators. 

• Provide the most accurate and up to date data about the economic activities for GDP at (current 

and constant) prices and other economic variables based on economic surveys. 

• Measure economic developments and economic growth in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to guide 

government policies. 

• Measure the direct impact of economic activities on the Emirate's economy, and identify the 

extent of economic diversification and development in the non-oil sectors 

• Contribute to a national statistical system in the United Arab Emirates by providing these 

indicators. 

Furthermore, the components of expenditure statistics are one of the key statistical economic indicators 

that contribute to the process of economic development planning.  These may be employed to monitor 

the consumption trends in the main and targeted sectors of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, as one of the most 

important mainstays of the comprehensive sustainable planning and development process that supports 

decision-making in setting development plans and policies and knowing the current economic trends.  

This also contributes to achieving the Emirate’s directions, vision, and future aspirations. It can be used, 

too, in economic analyses and comparison between the levels of economic performance in the Emirate 

and other countries. 
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2. Foreign Trade & FDI 

2.1 Inward Foreign Investment Statistics 

Overview 

Due to the importance of the role of foreign investment in the development and growth of the economy of 

the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) seeks to improve statistics by creating 

an accurate and up-to-date database on the of foreign investment in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, as it plays 

a major role in bringing technology, transferring expertise and financial resources. 

Foreign investment statistics provides reliable and up-to-date information on investment in Abu Dhabi. 

This information is necessary for economic analysis and is based on the determination of international 

investment status. The process carried out by Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi for compiling these statistics 

is in line with. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

Foreign investment statistics are subject to international standards in collecting and classifying their data. 

Key classifications on which the foreign investment statistics depend include the following: 

Balance of Payments Guide Sixth Edition (BPM6): Prepared by the International Monetary Fund is one 

of the key statistical systems that have been coordinated with the System of National Accounts 2008. 

The outside world sector accounts in the System of National Accounts link the two systems, where both 

systems are similar in many recommendations, both in terms of displaying accounts and recording and 

evaluating transactions. 

The International Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities – Rev. 4 (ISIC 4): A statistical 

classification developed by the United Nations based on the International Standard Industrial 

Classification of all economic activities. The economic activity is defined as all the works or services 

performed or provided by the facility, and which achieve a financial return, and sometimes the facility 

does not reap a financial return from its work (as is the case in charities that depend on donations). 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Foreign investment connects economies through capital sharing and facilitates the distribution of 

knowledge. It can provide the framework for financial stability, economic development and improving 

welfare of societies. 

Foreign investment positively impacts the Gross of Domestic Product (GDP) of the economy and 

contributes to external financing. 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) creates long-lasting relationships between economies and can serve to 

promote the development of local enterprises. It creates a transfer of technology and ideas from the 

investing (home) economy to the recipient (host). Therefore, it provides important insights into foreign 

ownership of domestic assets by economic activity. As a result, this can serve as a proxy for evaluating 

economic competitiveness and foreign influence. 

Foreign investment is a key pillar of the Abu Dhabi growth strategy, a long-term project to transform the 

emirate’s economy to shift away from reliance on the oil sector as a source of economic activity to a 

greater focus on knowledge-based industries. 
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2.2 Merchandise Trade Statistics 

Overview 

Merchandise trade statistics are key indicators to understand a country’s trading relationships and an 

essential source of information for national accounts and balance of payments statistics. As described in 

more detail below, SCAD’s main source of data for merchandise trade is customs operations data 

obtained from the supervision of goods entry and exit and collection of customs duties. SCAD generally 

follows internationally recognized standards and concepts for compiling and publishing this data, using 

the special trade system (GCC) as outline in International Merchandise Trade Statistics (IMTS 2010) 

published by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. But users should be aware 

of potential differences in classification systems (such as use of different editions of trade classification 

systems) as well as differences in compilation methods when making international comparisons. It should 

also be noted that the merchandise export data does not include oil or petroleum products (these are 

compiled separately, using information provided directly from oil exporting companies).  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD aligns its data collection and processing, where possible, with international standards described 

in the International Merchandise Trade Statistics (2010) Compilers Manual published by the United 

Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Merchandise trade data is collected and compiled 

in the GCC Customs Tariff Classification, an 8-digit level classification based on the Harmonized System 

(recommended for use used by customs authorities to identify products when assessing duties and taxes 

and for gathering statistics). Published data also available based on the Standard International Trade 

Classification (recommended for analytical purposes and comparison of international trade statistics) and 

Broad Economic Category system (the latter presenting end-use categories that are meaningful within 

the framework of System of National Accounts).  

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

International trade forms an important part of the world economy and, as such, must be measured reliably 

and the relevant statistical data should be comparable and widely disseminated. Merchandise trade 

statistics are key indicators to understand a country’s trading relationships and an essential source of 

information for national accounts and balance of payments statistics. Data informs decision-makers in 

the public and private sectors. For example, they help authorities to prepare appropriate trade policies; 

and companies use this data for market research and defining commercial strategies.  

 

3. Prices 

3.1 Consumer Price Index  

Overview 

SCAD collects monthly and weekly data on the prices of goods and services in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 

to compile the CPI and measure inflation. 

Given the importance of CPI, an integrated system has been put in place that covers all aspects of price 

collection methods and sources and their geographical distribution. Integral to the CPI is the Household 
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Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES), which is used for updating the CPI basket of goods and services 

and calculating their weights. SCAD generally carries out the HIES in 5-year intervals. 

Price data are collected from around 150 main sources distributed all over the regions of the emirate. The 

data are classified using the Classification of Individual Consumption according to Purpose (COICOP) 

issued by the United Nations according to the recommendations of the 1993 National Accounts System.  

The base year for the Consumer Price Index Number is 2014. The weights are calculated through the 

results of the Household, Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES), which was conducted by SCAD in the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi during 2013/2014. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD aligns its data collection and processing, where possible, with ILO standards described in 

Consumer price index manual, concepts and methods.  

The CPI is classified according to the Classification of Individual Consumption according to Purpose 

(COICOP), issued by the United Nations for statistical purposes. 

The CPI basket of goods and services is categorized based on this classification into 12 main groups for 

the first digit of the COICOP classification, 34 sub-groups for the second digit classification, and 63 sub-

groups for the third digit classification.  

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The CPI provides monthly estimates of the rates of change in the prices of the consumer basket. It is one 

of the most important statistical indicators as it influences policy, private sector and household decisions 

and is used as input into further statistical analysis.  

The main objectives for compiling and publishing the CPI are the following: 

• Provide the necessary data for calculating monthly and annual inflation rates at an aggregate 

level, for the COICOP categories, regionally and by household type (nationality and income 

range). 

• Track the movement of average prices at elementary levels (such as products). 

• Provide some of the necessary indices for calculation of GDP deflators/GDP at constant prices. 

The key uses of the CPI are outlined below: 

• The inflation rate is considered an important input for many economic institutions and is a key 

economic indicator for monetary and economic policymaking and planning. 

• Salary and wage payrolls and pensions are often adjusted by private companies and 

governments, based on changes in the CPI. 

• The CPI is also used as an input to GDP deflator components in preparing national accounts in 

constant prices. 

 

3.2 Construction Cost Index 

Overview 

The CCI is produced on a quarterly basis. Development of the CCI started in 2013 in cooperation with 

Contractors Association, Abu Dhabi Municipality and the Department of Economic Development 

(ADDED), which are the competent entities in this field, to prepare the weights of materials and services 
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basket of construction costs for medium-quality towers, adopting the classifications approved by the 

ADDED.  

The CCI achieves several goals and benefits of interest to economic decision- and policymaking, needs 

of the business sector and national accounts compilation. 

Therefore, SCAD has worked on establishing a CCI number that reflects changes in building and 

construction cost prices, to provide a detailed picture of developments in the construction sector, to serve 

as a reliable statistical indicator that measures changes in construction costs, in addition to being an 

important indicator that can be used by development planners and researchers in and production fields 

in general. This indicator was first calculated in 2014 Q1 and released in 2015 Q1. 

The CCI will be expanded in coming years to include other classifications, like residential villas, and bridge 

and road projects. The methodology used for calculating the CCI is mostly consistent with international 

recommendations and best practices in this field. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The CCI follows a locally developed classification approved by ADDED in collaboration with the 

Contractors Association and the Abu Dhabi Municipality. It contains 10 main groups and 70 sub-groups, 

including 592 construction materials and services. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The CCI is an important economic indicator that serves as a key input for planning and research in various 

urban and economic fields. The CCI provides quarterly estimates of rates of change in the prices of a list 

of building materials and services used in construction projects in Abu Dhabi city. The indicator is intended 

to meet the needs of real estate developers, the prices of building materials.  

The main uses of the CCI are the following: 

• Identifying changes in costs of constructing medium-sized towers of all kinds. 

• Identifying developments in the construction sector, by identifying the volume of demand for 

building materials as reflected by the rises or falls in the prices of these materials. 

• The CCI is an analytical tool for identifying trends of prices and forecasting any price changes in 

prices of building materials by decision makers and policy makers.  

• Internal use at SCAD to calculate other statistical indicators, including short-term economic 

indicators and quarterly GDP at constant prices. 

• Used by specialized companies and commercial establishments in the construction and building 

materials sector. 

• Informing contractors and interested entities about movements in the prices of building and 

construction materials in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 

 

3.3 Hotel Price Index 

Overview 

The tourism sector is considered a key growth engine for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi as well as the UAE 

on the whole, assigning an important role to accommodation services offered throughout the emirate. 

Prices of hotel stays influence Abu Dhabi’s competitiveness in the tourism sector and its appeal to tourists. 
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The Hotel Prices Index (HPI) was first developed in 2014 and breaks down establishments into several 

categories and tracks price movements for each category on a monthly basis. It helps the decision-

makers in politics and industry, as well as tourists and others to identify changes in hotel room rates, 

contributing to increased transparency and development of the tourism sector in the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi. 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) uses administrative records by the Abu Dhabi Department of 

Culture & Tourism (DCT) and applies its own validation rules and statistical procedures to develop the 

HPI. In 2021, the HPI and corresponding weights reference years were updated to the new base period 

of 2019. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The HPI is based on the classifications adopted by the Abu Dhabi Department of Culture & Tourism 

(DCT). Hotels are rated on a scale starting from one star to five stars, while hotel apartments are rated 

according to three levels that are luxurious, excellent and ordinary. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The tourism sector is considered a key growth engine for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi as well as the UAE 

on the whole, assigning an important role to accommodation services offered throughout the emirate. 

Prices of hotel stays influence Abu Dhabi’s competitiveness in the tourism sector and its appeal to tourists. 

The HPI helps decision-makers in politics and industry, as well as tourists and others to identify changes 

in hotel room rates, contributing to increased transparency and development of the tourism sector in the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 

SCAD considers the following key uses and objectives for the HPI: 

• Inform the general public about the changes in the hotel rates by category in Abu Dhabi. 

• Provide a reference tool of interest to the media, hotel owners, analysts, tourism agencies and 

academics.  

• Provide decision- and policy-makers with an analytical tool that they can use for market analyses 

and as input into their strategies 

• Development of other statistical indices, such as quarterly GDP at constant prices. 

 

3.4 Health Price Index 

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi is calculating and releasing (HPI) on quarterly basis, the Health Price Index 

(HPI) in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. This HPI has been released since 2016 in cooperation with the 

concerned entities in this field which provide the necessary inputs for product classifications and the 

calculation of index weights. 

The healthcare sector is highly sponsored by the government, who regards it as a key sector for improving 

the quality of life in Abu Dhabi and the UAE as a whole. Consequently, SCAD has sought to develop the 

HPI to reflect changes in the price of health-related services, medications, and equipment to provide a 

comprehensive view of price developments in the healthcare sector.  
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Classifications and standards applied 

The classification used for the HPI is the Classification of Individual Consumption according to Purpose 

(COICOP), issued by the United Nations for statistical purposes. As such, the HPI falls under the same 

umbrella as the CPI and other CPI-related publications (like the education price index) and is therefore 

governed by international standards outlined in Consumer price index manual, concepts and methods. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The HPI derives its significance from the fact that it represents a statistical indicator that reflects price 

changes in health-related products and services in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and a tool to verify prevailing 

price trends of such products and services to help concerned entities and researchers develop plans and 

take proper decisions, in addition to its importance when comparing the cost of medical treatment across 

countries, being an analytical tool that estimates the financial capability of communities to bear medical 

costs. The Health Price Index (HPI) is also used in calculating other price indexes like the CPI and the 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

The HPI measures changes in health-related products and services over specific periods of time in the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The following is a summary of the main objectives of the Index 

• The HPI is an analytical tool that helps decision and policymakers know and understand price 

trends and predict price change in medical-related products, devices, equipment, and services. 

• The HPI is used internally by SCAD in the calculation of other statistical indicators like short-term 

economic indicators and GDP at constant prices. 

• The HPI is used by the concerned entities in the healthcare sector. 

 

3.5 Import-Export unit value Index  

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official body responsible for calculation of Import-Export Unit 

Value Index, in the endeavor of the Centre to fulfill the requirements Abu Dhabi Plan for provisions of 

accurate statistical information and data to support the decision-making process. 

The MXUVI is based on merchandise trade data and therefore closely related to the merchandise trade 

publication by the Foreign Trade section at SCAD. However, additional steps including weighting and 

aggregation are undertaken by the Prices and Income section at SCAD to generate a price index from 

the trade data. 

SCAD has compiled the Import-Export Unit Value Index (MXUVI) in compliance with the best international 

practices and methodologies used in the calculation of unit value indices. The MXUVI is published on a 

quarterly basis.  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The following classifications are used to derive the Import-Export Unit Value Index:  

• Classification by Broad Economic Categories (BEC) a goods classification of foreign trade 

statistics that correlates the goods to macroeconomic categories (capital goods, intermediates 

goods, and consumer goods). 
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• The Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) a standardized numerical 

method of classifying traded products. It is used by customs authorities around the world to 

identify products when assessing duties and taxes and for gathering statistics. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

It fulfills the requirements of the Abu Dhabi Plan to provide accurate statistical information and data to 

support the decision-making process. The Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi compiles the Import-Export Unit 

Value Index (MXUVI) in line with the best international practices and methodologies.  

It is used by international economic organizations, such as International Monetary Fund (IMF) for 

evaluation and comparison. It is also used by the National Accounts Provision of the data required to 

support decision and policy makers and planners in the industry and trade sector.  

The main objectives for compiling and publishing the MXUVI are the following: 

• Provision of the data required to reform and formulate economic policies and plans.  

• Tracking export price levels and comparing the same with import price levels.  

• Section as a deflator in the calculation of the GDP. 

 

3.6 Education Price Index 

Overview 

The Education Price Index (EPI) is compiled by the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD), based on 

tuition fee data collected by the Abu Dhabi Department of Education (ADEK). The education sector 

belongs to a set of priority sectors that policymakers in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi have identified as key 

engines to future growth and development. The collection and dissemination of the education price data 

is an important input into policymaking and monitoring education price movements. 

ADEK oversees the government schools, private schools and higher education in the emirate of Abu 

Dhabi, aiming to uplift the quality of education to the highest international standards, as well as securing 

opportunities for all residents to obtain high quality education to achieve the objectives of Abu Dhabi’s 

Vision 2030.  

To compile the EPI, administrative data from ADEK is indexed according to commonly used statistical 

processes to form the aggregate EPI. The EPI also feeds into the broader Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

publication, which is issued separated by SCAD. However, the education group in the CPI is broader than 

the EPI, as it includes other items besides just tuition fees. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The classification used in the compilation of the EPI is the Classification of Individual Consumption 

according to Purpose (COICOP), issued by the United Nations for statistical purposes. 

The following table illustrates the main groups forming the EPI: 
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10 Education  

10.1 Primary and Pre-Primary  

10.2 Secondary Education   

10.3 Post-Secondary Education – Non-tertiary  

10.4 Tertiary Education  

10.5 Education not defined by level  

  

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The decision for a separate publication of the EPI resulted from repeated demands by educational 

institutions to increase school fees to balance high costs of providing educational services. ADEK, in 

cooperation with SCAD, has worked to lay the foundations and sound standards to respond to requests 

for increasing fees.  

As such, the introduction of the EPI and related education statistics aim to regulate the process of 

increasing tuition fees in private schools in the emirate of Abu Dhabi based on the relevant international 

best practices and through the creation of a balanced system linking the increase in tuition fees to the 

quality of the educational institution. It also considers inflation rates in a way that preserves the rights of 

all concerned parties and is considered an analytical tool for estimating the society's ability to bear the 

costs of education. The education price index is also included in the calculation of other indices such as 

CPI.  

The Education Price Index measures changes in the prices of school and university fees for the various 

curricula followed in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi during different periods of time. The key objectives of the 

EPI are summarized in the following: 

• Analytical tool for informing decision and policy makers about price trends and for predicting any 

price changes in the prices of private and government school fees as well as higher education.  

• Used by the National Accounts Section as a deflator in the process of calculating GDP at constant 

prices. 

• Input into the education sub-group of the CPI.  

• Used by specialized agencies in the education sector. 

 

3.7 Agricultural Producer Price Index  

Overview 

The Agricultural Producer Price Index is one of the statistical indicators that constitute an important input 

to planning and research, especially in the agricultural fields. The APPI depends on the quantities and 

prices of agricultural crops supplied to agricultural marketing Centres.  

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official body responsible for calculation of Agricultural 

Producer Price Index. The Centre receives the data of agricultural crop prices from the Abu Dhabi 

Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA) on a monthly basis and disseminates the information 

derived therefrom, in accordance with internationally adopted methodologies in this field.  

ADAFSA is the local authority concerned with agriculture and, food safety, food security and biosecurity 

in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. ADAFSA aims to develop a sustainable agriculture and food sector and 
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protect the health of animals and plants to enhance the biosecurity and achieve food security in the 

emirate.   

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The APPI relies on the classifications adopted by the Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA), 

where agricultural products are classified in accordance with approved standards. SCAD also follows, 

where appropriate, the guidelines set out in Producer price index manual, theory and practice by the ILO, 

IMF and other international organizations.  

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The APPI aims to monitor the prices of commodities in the index basket on monthly basis, as well as to 

record changes in those. 

The prices of agricultural products are an important indicator for the income and standard of living of 

farmers. Agriculture is considered an important sector despite its small relative production value, given 

agricultural products are used as inputs into several economic activities and provide insights into food 

security.  

Agricultural prices data also help to provide important indicators to specialized entities, thereby enabling 

them to maintain the required balance between the production costs and the sale prices in the markets 

down the supply chain to the consumer, which preserves the interest of both producers and consumers.  

In addition, these indicators also provide farmers with such useful information for their production and 

development planning, in order secure for them the highest possible returns and avoid expected damage 

and material losses. 

 

3.8 Building Material Prices Statistics 

Overview 

Building materials prices (BMP) statistics provide estimates of monthly average prices of materials in the 

construction sector. The monthly retail prices for the materials/ services included in the building materials 

basket are the theoretical basis for the building materials prices used in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 

In addition, the price levels and building time aggregates (which represent the simple arithmetic mean 

proportional to materials’ prices separately, such as certain months of the year, for instance) are being 

calculated. We should not be confused with the weighted price indices. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

Building materials statistics use a local Classification created by experts from SCAD’s Income and Prices 

Section, in collaboration with the UAE Contractors’ Association, according to the nature of construction 

sector in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.  

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The prices of building materials are important economic indicators and inputs in planning and research 

in various urban and economic fields, taking into consideration the continuous urban development and 

growth in the construction sector in Abu Dhabi.  
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Therefore, it is considered as an analytical tool of use in monitoring prices trends and forecasting changes 

in building materials prices. This indicator assists decision and policy makers, planners and researchers 

to make appropriate decisions supporting the construction and associated sectors. In addition, it is a tool 

used by companies specialized in construction and building materials. 

 

3.9  Industrial Production Index  

Overview 

The Statistics Centre of Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official authority responsible for calculating and issuing 

the Industrial Producer Price Index (PPI) in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, which is issued periodically every 

quarter. The IPPI is a statistical economic index that measures the change in industrial production prices 

(manufacturing industries) over time.  

The IPPI serves a variety of goals and is used by policymakers, businesses, and national account 

compilers, and is key building block in SCAD’s system of important economic indices for prices, 

production, and other areas. 

The methodology used by SCAD in calculating the IPPI is closely aligned with the recommendations of 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) where possible. Nevertheless, SCAD is currently undertaking a 

major review of its approach to ensure the IPPI is consistent with latest international best practices. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD aligns its data collection and processing, where possible, with ILO standards described in Producer 

price index manual, theory and practice. The Abu Dhabi IPPI adheres to the International Standard 

Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC4), the latest revision of the internationally used 

industrial classification. This ensures consistency and comparability with other countries’ IPPI indices.  

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The IPPI provides quarterly estimates of the rates of change in the output prices of manufacturing 

industries.  

 

3.10 Industrial Producer Price Index  

Overview 

The Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official authority responsible for calculating and issuing 

the Industrial Producer Price Index (PPI) in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, which is issued periodically every 

quarter. The IPPI is a statistical economic index that measures the change in industrial production prices 

(manufacturing industries) over time.  

The IPPI serves a variety of goals and is used by policymakers, businesses, and national account 

compilers, and is key building block in SCAD’s system of important economic indices for prices, 

production, and other areas. 

The methodology used by SCAD in calculating the IPPI is closely aligned with the recommendations of 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) where possible. Nevertheless, SCAD is currently undertaking a 

major review of its approach to ensure the IPPI is consistent with latest international best practices. 
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Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD aligns its data collection and processing, where possible, with ILO standards described in Producer 

price index manual, theory and practice. The Abu Dhabi IPPI adheres to the International Standard 

Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC4), the latest revision of the internationally used 

industrial classification. This ensures consistency and comparability with other countries’ IPPI indices.  

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The IPPI provides quarterly estimates of the rates of change in the output prices of manufacturing 

industries. It is one of the most important statistical indicators as it influences policy and private sector 

decisions and is used as input into further statistical analysis.  

 

3.11 Household Income and Expenditure Survey  

Overview 

In the effort to provide social-and economic databases that reflect household spending, consumption and 

income, most countries of the world implement a household income and expenditure survey (HIES), or 

what was previously known as a household budget survey. This survey provides an important and 

comprehensive database relating to expenditure and income. It is further linked to various social and 

demographic variables, such as the level of education, status of economic activity, geographical 

distribution, gender, etc. It is also a key source to provide the necessary data to build weights for the 

compilation of the consumer price index (CPI) and input data in the preparation of Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP) by expenditure components. 

The implementation of this type of survey is characterized by difficulty and complexity as it deals with 

issues of expenditure, consumption, and income, and involves interviewing of households (citizen and 

non-citizen) and asking them for information about these variables, which are characterized by sensitivity. 

Also, the variables of expenditure, income and consumption are prone to be impacted by seasonality. 

This requires following up expenditure and income throughout the year to take note of all seasonal 

conditions; a task which entails continued follow up of field operations for a whole year and the efforts, 

time and high costs involved in this process.  

In view of the continuous changes in spending, consumption and income patterns, this survey is 

conducted periodically and regularly, and most countries tend to conduct it every five years. Sometimes 

the survey is required within less than five years owing to rapid changes in the structure of the population 

because of sudden events such as wars, migrations, disasters, or economic crises, all of which affect the 

nature of the population’s pattern of spending, consumption, and income. HIES survey has been regularly 

conducted by the Abu Dhabi government since the early 1980’s. The last survey to be conducted was in 

2019, preceded by the 2013/2014 survey, the 2007/2008 survey, the 1996/97 survey, and another survey 

carried out in 1981 at the level of the households of local government employees only. These surveys 

covered all the regions of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 
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Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD uses many standards like System of National Accounts (SNA 1993), Handbook on Census 

Management for Population and Housing Censuses (UNSD), and Household income and expenditure 

statistics - Seventeenth International Conference of Labour Statisticians (ILO).  

The classifications used in the HIES vary according to the type of variables that requires classification 

and coding; all the approved classifications for the survey are the same as those applied in the UAE and 

approved internationally and regionally. The main classifications used are: 

• Classification of nationalities 

• The International Standard Classification of Occupations - ISCO 

• The international classification of economic activities – ISIC (International Standard Industrial 

Classification) 

• The Classification of Individual Consumption According to Purpose - COICOP 

As for the classification of both economic activity and occupation, the above international activities have 

been adopted so that the coding process for economic activity is at the first-digit level (and includes 21 

major economic activities), as for the profession, the coding is on second-digit level. 

The International Classification of Individual Consumption According to Purpose (COICOP) is the 

international basis for classifying the main expenditure groups, subgroups, and consumer goods, which 

is relied on in arranging goods and services within the survey form and making the appropriate coding for 

each good. Goods and services are classified according to the COICOP by divisions, groups, and class 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

HIES are very important for any country as they allow the description and analysis of several economic 

and social issues, amongst others, as highlighted in the Resolution Concerning Household Income and 

Expenditure Statistics adopted in December 2003 by the Seventeenth International Conference of Labour 

Statisticians, such as: 

• To assess the level, structure, and trends of the economic well-being of households and 

individuals in terms of the distribution of income/consumption expenditure across households 

and individuals for various population subgroups of interest. 

• To determine baskets of goods and services as well as to obtain weights and other useful 

information, or the compilation of consumer price indices and other indices. 

• To formulate, implement, monitor, and evaluate social and economic policies. 

• To carry out studies on the relationship between income and expenditure statistics and various 

socio-economic characteristics of individuals and households. 

• To study consumer behavior among socio-economic groups. 

• To develop and monitor policies relating for example to nutrition, food security, housing, 

migration, education, labor market and health. 

• To contribute to the study of poverty and Provide data necessary to assess the level, structure 

and trends of well-being of households and individuals. 

• To provide important data for the compilation of National Accounts such as the household sector 

accounts and the ‘Supply and Use’ table, the gross domestic product by expenditure approach. 
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In addition, Household income and expenditure statistics are useful for building a living standard index of 

households in the country. At the international level, the first goal of the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDG) is in relation to the eradication of extreme poverty, indicators based on data from HIES are used 

to monitor the progress of countries toward this MDG goal. 

In the Abu Dhabi Emirate, statistics on the wellbeing of households are of critical importance as in The 

Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030 one of the two Policy priorities is ‘Abu Dhabi will ensure that social and 

regional development is balanced to bring the benefits of economic growth and wellbeing to the entire 

population of the Emirate.’ Since there is a commitment to monitor the implementation of this priority 

policy based on statistics, there is a need to produce indicators on the wellbeing of households that should 

be extracted from data on Household income and expenditure. 
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Industry & Business 

 

1. Industry, construction 

1.1 Industry Statistics 

Overview 

SCAD carries out a set of specialized economic surveys that aims to identify the characteristics of the 

activities of establishments operating in the Emirate. The industry statistics publication presents estimates 

of the economic and financial performance of industry in Abu Dhabi. Within SCAD, the data are used in 

the compilation of the National Accounts in accordance with the System of National Account (SNA 1993).  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD aligns its data collection and processing, where possible, with the United Nations standards in the 

System of National Accounts (SNA 1993). For producing the industry statistics, the annual Economic 

Survey use the following classifications: 

• Classification by Types of Construction 

• Classification System for Transport Statistics (Standard Goods Classification for Transport 

Statistics, NST 2007) 

• International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC 4) 

The establishments that contributed to the statistics were classified by industry and establishment size. 

Industry classification is in accordance with the International Standard Industrial Classification of All 

Economic Activities (ISIC 4), issued by the United Nations. Under ISIC 4. 

Establishment size is based on number of employees in the establishment or amount of the annual 

revenue: 

For trade and service sector:  

• Large Establishments: annual revenue of 251 or more million Dirhams or 201 or more employees. 

• Medium Establishment: annual revenue of 51 to 250 million Dirhams or 51 to 200 employees. 

• Small Establishments: annual revenue of 3 to 50 million Dirhams or 6 to 50 employees.  

• Micro Establishments: annual revenue of less than 3 million Dirhams or less than 5 employees.  

For industrial sector:  

• Large Establishments: annual revenue of 251 or more million Dirhams or 251 or more employees. 

• Medium Establishment: annual revenue of 51 to 250 million Dirhams or 101 to 250 employees. 

• Small Establishments: annual revenue of 3 to 50 million Dirhams or 10 to 100 employees.  

• Micro Establishments: annual revenue of less than 3 million Dirhams or less than 9 employees. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The industry statistics are produced using the annual Economic Survey which provides data on the 

number of employees and their compensations, intermediate consumption, and revenue and capital 

formation, which represent essential data for preparation of national accounts.  

The main objectives for compiling and publishing industry statistics are the following: 
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• Provide data for use in the preparation of national accounts and estimation of the contribution of 

different activities to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

• Provide data and database needed to support the economic decision and policymaking in the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi, and to measure the performance of these policies. 

• Provide data needed for businessmen and investors to be used in making appropriate decisions, 

as well as in evaluating their investment decisions. 

• Contribute towards building a solid database on the overall economy, covering both traditional 

activities and future development activities. 

• Contribute to providing the data needed to estimate the extent of economic diversification and 

development taking place in non-oil sector. 

 

1.2 Petrochemical and Basic Metals Statistics 

Overview 

Petrochemical and Basic Metals Statistics present estimates of Abu Dhabi’s international trade in 

manufacturing that relates to petrochemicals and base metals activities. The estimates are based on data 

from the Department of Finance – Custom Administration.  

 
Classifications and standards applied 

In order to efficiently control the trade flows between countries, customs need a detailed, internationally 

used commodity classification. The Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) meets 

such criteria, serving customs and statistical needs. Classification of goods using this nomenclature is 

based on the nature of the commodity. For analytical purposes such classification of products is not 

always the most appropriate, therefore other product nomenclatures are used for the dissemination of 

trade statistics.  

The administrative data that contributed to the publication were classified according to: 

• Standard International Trade Classification (SITC), Rev.4 

• Classification by Broad Economic Categories (BEC) 

• Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) 

 
Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The estimates are produced using administrative data from the General Administration of Customs.  

The key uses of these statistics are outlined below: 

• Provide timely and adequately structured information on the flow of merchandise that enter 

(imports) and leave (exports) the statistical territory of a country. 

• Provide timely data to monitor the stability of the financial sector and its potential to affect the real 

economy. 

• The analysis of the traded commodities and relevant partner countries, the computing of indices 

of international trade. 

 

 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/sitcrev4.htm
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/classifications/Manual%20of%20the%20Fifth%20Revision%20of%20the%20BEC%20(Unedited).pdf
https://unstats.un.org/wiki/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=87426301
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2. Transport, services 

2.1 Banks Statistics 

Overview 

SCAD provides key indicators of financial intermediation activity that aims to identify the characteristics 

of banks activities in the Emirate. The banks statistics publication is based on data from the Central 

Bank of United Arab Emirates (UAE) for Abu Dhabi Emirate.  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD aligns its data collection and processing, where possible, with the United Nations standards in 

the System of National Accounts (SNA 1993). The administrative data that contributed to the publication 

were classified in accordance with the International Monetary Fund’s Monetary and Financial Statistics 

Manual and Compilation Guide (2016).  

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The banks statistics provides data on income, revenue, number of employees and their compensation 

and interest rates on deposits, loans and advances for commercial and Islamic banks in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate.  

The key uses of the banks statistics are outlined below: 

• Present the necessary information in order to support the development of the banking and 

investment sector in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 

• Provide timely data to monitor the stability of the financial sector and its potential to affect the real 

economy. 

• Contribute to the analysis of the efficiency of commercial and Islamic banking sector in 

intermediating activities in the rest of the economy.  
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Labor Force 

 

1. Labor Force Survey 

Overview 

The Labor Force Survey (LFS) in Abu Dhabi is part of the integrated Household Targeted Survey 

program, which aims to produce an accurate database for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and its three regions. 

The survey also determines the Labor force size associated with developing strategic plans for the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi, employing human resources, and achieving rapid and advanced development. 

The demand for this information comes in response to the requirements of the Abu Dhabi government in 

line with the continuous development of the Emirate’s economy and in fulfillment of the Abu Dhabi 

Economic Vision 2030. 

The Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) began implementing the annual LFS from 2012 up to 2020. 

The framework is to provide information and indicators on the size and distribution of the Labor force in 

the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and its regions, as well as the characteristics of the active population of 

employed and unemployed, within the following methodological pillars: 

• The survey's objectives focused on obtaining annual indicators that reflect the reality of the 

workforce and the Labor market. 

• Implementing the survey within an annual periodicity, during which the survey was conducted 

was determined in November of each year. 

• Use of Personal Interviews "Face to Face" method for sample units to collect survey data. 

• Using the random stratified cluster sampling design, the sample was drawn in two stages, without 

making a rotation of the sample parts, and with an average annual sample size of about 4,000 

households. 

• During 2012, the survey targeted the population within the age group (15-64 years), and since 

2013 the targeted group in the survey has become the population (15+ years and more). 

In response to the requirements of developing the LFS to be in a quarterly periodicity starting from 2021, 

the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi has made some progress on methodology items related to survey 

periodicity and objectives and sample rotation and data collection methods. The items that follow will 

provide more information in this regard. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The following classifications were used in the survey: 

• Economic Activity: International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC 

Rev. 4) 

• Occupation: International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO 2008)  

• Specialization: Classifications of education, fields of education, and training according to (ISCED 

2015) 

• Nationality (Country Code) 

• Statistical Surveys Implementation Guide - Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi. 

• Statistical Data Editing Guide - Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 
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• Statistical Sampling Guide- Statistics Centre- Abu Dhabi. 

The classification used in the labor force survey is split across key headline variables including: 

• Employment 

• Unemployment 

• Participation rates 

• Labor force 

• Outside labor force 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Labor market statistics provide a gauge of the underlying structural health of an economy by assessing 

whether employment is over or under performing. 

These datasets are also useful in explaining some of the driving factors to standards of living through the 

insights they give across sectors and regions of an economy. 

These statistics not only inform labor market policy, but they also influence the design of macroeconomic 

and social policies at the national levels. Furthermore, labor market statistics that are internationally 

comparable are essential to shape the broader narrative of regional economic performance for growth, 

productivity, and competitiveness. 

The survey determines the labor force size associated with developing strategic plans for the Emirate of 

Abu Dhabi, employing human resources, and achieving rapid and advanced development.  

The demand for this information comes in response to the requirements of the Abu Dhabi government in 

line with the continuous development of the Emirate’s economy and in fulfilment of the Abu Dhabi 

Economic Vision 2030. 
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Population & Demographic 

 

1. Population 

1.1 Births and Deaths Statistics 

Overview 

Vital statistics are an important component of population and social statistics because they are used for 

several purposes. Data on births is used in public health activities such as postnatal health care programs 

for mothers and infants, vaccination, and awareness-raising programs specific to health and nutrition. 

Vital records are an important, basic, and direct source of demographic data, and help in exploring the 

demographics of population growth and change, especially births and deaths (natural increase). In 

addition, the data helps Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) in identifying the trends of the population 

and its development now and in the future; this helps decision makers and policy designers in developing 

appropriate plans and programs. 

This methodology paper provides a detailed description of the methodology used to calculate data on 

births and deaths. The methodology used to calculate the births and deaths is consistent with international 

best practices and recommendations in this field. 

SCAD do not collect the data directly through surveys, instead they rely on administrative data supplied 

by the Department of Health (DOH) through their recording of births and deaths. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD follows the international guidelines for the classification of underlying cause of deaths based on 

the World Health Organization’s International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (WHO ICD-10). 

Some international guidance includes: 

• World Health Organization (WHO) Civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) 

• United Nations (UN) Demographic Estimates Manuals 

• World Health Organization (WHO) Life expectancy at birth metadata 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Countries need to know the numbers of births and deaths that occur each year - especially the main 

causes of death - to benefit from adequate health systems. The only way to register all people and trace 

all births and deaths is through civil registration. It provides the basis for giving legal identity to individuals 

and enables countries to identify their most pressing health issues. 

Governments are unable to design efficient health policies or measure their effects when the cases and 

causes of death remain unrecorded and undocumented. Civil registration systems are resources that all 

developed countries possess, but developing countries still need them. Information on births and deaths, 

broken down by age, sex, and cause of death, is the pillar of public health planning. 

The objectives of this dataset are: 

• Providing reliable, high-quality indicators and statistics on births and deaths in a timely manner. 

• Supporting decision makers and data users with respect to their needs of data. 
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Social Statistics  

 

1. Social Protection & Wellbeing 

1.1 Culture, Entertainment and Social Care Statistics 

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD), as the core entity in the statistical system of the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi, publishes information related to social welfare, culture, and entertainment. Data is provided from 

administrative sources (such as line ministries or departments) which capture the information through 

their respective administrative processes. In cases where it is not possible to collect data through 

administrative records, survey data is either collected by SCAD or by third parties who carry out surveys 

in collaboration with SCAD.   

The respective responsibilities of SCAD and the third-party sources (e.g., administrative sources or other 

partners) are determined by the agreements and systems in place between the entities. Third parties 

prepare official statistics in accordance with statistical standards agreed upon with SCAD and laid out in 

Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs). Primary data from administrative sources are also treated 

statistically by SCAD for the preparation and dissemination of official statistics.  

Compiling the social welfare, culture and entertainment statistics requires the extraction, collation and 

merging of certain datasets (electronic databases complemented by administrative records where 

appropriate) and the transformation of data into the appropriate format through certain transformations 

and simple arithmetic calculations being applied. Survey data is also collected from a pre-defined group 

of respondents using a predetermined research design. The data is subject to various editing and 

processing checks.   

SCAD aims to prepare and issue statistics that are consistent over time and comparable not just in relation 

to the specific indicator but also with respect to related indicators to inform a more holistic view. This is 

achieved through the various agreements, guidelines and manuals which have been adopted and agreed 

upon by stakeholders involved in the production of the statistics. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD follows the classification provided by the Unified Directory of Statistical Concepts and Terminology 

in the Gulf Cooperation Council Countries (GCC) (2013). Universal agreement on classifications and 

standards related to social welfare, culture and entertainment is yet to be implemented, largely due to the 

lack of agreement on international standards.  Where national classifications and standards exist, SCAD 

aims to adhere to them as much as possible. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Social welfare, culture and entertainment statistics present key indicators for social aids & benefits, 

NGOs, sport and culture. The importance, objectives and uses of each category of indicators are 

described below:  
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Social aids & benefits 

Securing the wellbeing of every individual in the population is a government priority as stated in The Abu 

Dhabi Economic Vision 2030. Social protection metrics are crucial to shed light on the government 

initiatives for financial assistance, while key indicators of Islamic affairs direct religious guidance and the 

dissemination of Islamic culture. Data on childcare allows governments to gain a better understanding of 

the types of early childhood education services required in a country. Lastly, statistics on disability are 

important to help government formulate and improve services for disabled persons. Overall, social welfare 

statistics are used for planning, monitoring and evaluating programs and strategies by government 

authorities and other entities in many areas of social and economic development.  

 

NGOs 

NGOs play an important role in the economy; hence it is important to monitor their activities to guide 

policy decisions. 

 

Sport  

Sports statistics allow decision makers to gain a better idea about sports practice, satisfaction around 

sports initiatives and causes that hinder sporting participation in Abu Dhabi. The data will be used to set 

up an accurate data base about the reality of the sporting community to help decision makers plan future 

projects and disseminate the physical activity culture.  

 

Culture  

Cultural indicators are tools that serve as reference for the understanding of phenomena that occur in the 

sphere of culture. Abu Dhabi government has focused on the cultural landscape with large investments 

in the sector. Reliable statistics will be required to inform investment decisions so that both the public and 

private sectors are able to develop the emirate’s culture and creative infrastructure. 

 

2. Education Statistics 

Overview 

The education sector in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi is one of the sectors that contribute to the preparation 

of a promising educated generation that contributes to the service of the nation and society.  

Department of Education and Knowledge, in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi oversees the government schools, 

private schools and higher education to uplift the quality of education to the highest international 

standards, as well as securing opportunities for all residents to obtain high quality education to achieve 

the objectives of Abu Dhabi 2030, as well as objectives of Abu Dhabi Plan.   

SCAD follows methodological guidance outlined by the UNESCO – ISCED 2011. They two key data 

sources for the education statistics are administrative sources and surveys like population, households, 

and labor force. Both the sources are interlinked and complement each other using harmonized methods, 

concepts, and definitions for statistics. Data is checked as it is received and consolidated into a database 

that generates final tables to be shared with SCAD for final dissemination.  
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Classifications and standards applied 

The International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 2011): ISCED provides internationally 

agreed concepts and definitions and a classification system. The education programs were classified, 

according to levels and fields of education. An additional item, which is the official qualifications in the 

recent version 2011/2013, was created. Furthermore, the ISCED includes a set of classifications such 

as: education classifications, education enrollment classification, education enrollment program 

classification, educational level/achievement classification, and education and training fields 

classification. 

ISCED has adopted three levels such that the classification contains 11 broad fields (the highest level), 

and it includes 58 narrow fields (the second level) that is distributed over the broad fields. Each narrow 

field of these areas is divided into several detailed fields (the third level) and their number is 150. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Education statistics are crucial for providing quantitative information on the educational status of the 

population and the effectiveness of educational activities in the country, and to design, implement, 

monitor, and evaluate education policies. These statistics are used to assess the capacity of the 

education system to implement the national education program and to ensure adequate planning of 

further development of the education sector. Education statistics are also used to characterize, in 

quantitative terms, the providers and beneficiaries of education services, to identify policy issues and to 

measure learning outcomes for individuals. They also provide valuable information to international 

partners on the performance of the national education system for the purpose of drafting international 

conventions.  

The measurement of progress towards the objectives set at the national level for the education sector 

requires a range of comparable statistics on literacy, enrolment in education and training, numbers of 

graduates and teachers, language learning, student and researcher mobility, educational expenditure, as 

well as data on educational attainment and adult learning. Education statistics also cover human capital, 

physical infrastructure and financial resources devoted to public and private educational activities. 

One of the priorities of the Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030 is to ensure that the social and human 

resources development of the country takes place by increasing the national workforce participation and 

employability. According to the Policy Agenda 2007-2008, social and human development represents the 

pre-eminent objective and driving motivation behind all policies and initiatives. Ensuring that high quality 

education and health services are available to residents is therefore of the highest priority.  

Education statistics play a fundamental role in reflecting future policies and aspirations to achieve 

development goals in society. They include the data of public and private education, technical education, 

and higher education. They contain the number of educational institutions, including schools, universities, 

students, classrooms, teachers, administrators, academicians, graduates, and students of foreign 

scholarships. 

Education statistics enable the complete understanding of the educational system and problems and 

challenges that face the community and play an important and prominent role in human development 

indicators: 
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• Provide proper and reliable statistical data and information for officials in charge of education, 

researchers and interested persons. 

• Formulate, monitor, and develop education policies based on facts. 

• Provide the requirements of plans for decision makers and government agencies to study the 

community’s needs of schools, universities, and educational institutes. 

• Education statistics help to understand the educational situation of individuals and population 

groups in society. 

 

3. Health 

3.1 Health indicators 

Overview 

Health statistics represent an important component of social statistics, as they provide information, data 

and indicators on the health of the population and the intensity of deaths. This is provided among different 

age groups, according to gender, geographical area, and other social and economic characteristics, as 

well as the extent of the incidence of communicable and non-communicable diseases and the percentage 

of children of different ages receiving appropriate vaccinations for children of these ages.  

The data is categorized for communicable diseases to meet the international standards outlined by the 

World Health Organization’s (WHO) International Classification of Diseases (ICD 10). 

SCAD produce health statistics on an annual basis using mainly administrative data from the Department 

of Health (DOH) – Abu Dhabi. No intensive processing or calculations are done with the data once it has 

been received from the DOH beyond checking and categorizing it before publication. 

The Ministry of Health (MOH) conducts a National Nutrition Survey, which SCAD take the results from to 

provide statistics on tobacco usage, malnutrition, and the obesity rate. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The classification guides used by SCAD are the World Health Organization’s (WHO) International 

Classification of Diseases (ICD 10). This guide provided a health data standard in line with the WHO 

Constitution and Nomenclature Regulations. It is a conceptual framework independent of language and 

culture that is used for the integration of terminology and classification using the latest scientific 

knowledge. The ICD ensures interoperability of digital health data, and their comparability. The ICD 

contains diseases, disorders, health conditions and much more. ICD-11 has come into effect from 

January 2022 as the new standard that statistical authorities will have to adopt in the future. 

SCAD use these classifications for: 

• Inpatients/outpatients and deaths 

• Communicable diseases 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

These statistics help in following up and evaluating the various health policies and programs in the fields 

of curative and preventive medicine. 

The objectives of these indicators are to: 
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• Specifying and collecting statistics on health establishments and staff 

• Providing basic data and information on the health of the population that would increase our 

knowledge of the existing health situation in the community and our understanding of the health 

care system in this community 

• Improving information contributes to progress in the process of analyzing and evaluating health 

policy. This is so because health statistics help in finding alternatives and determining priorities 

for health policy on the basis of studying the health status of the population and presenting the 

effects attendant on implementing a particular policy and designing alternative policies to 

advance the health situation and measure change. 

 

3.2 Health infrastructure Statistics 

Overview 

Health statistics represent an important component of social statistics. Data on the health infrastructure 

in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi provides an overview of the standard of care available to its citizens 

through three areas: 

• Health infrastructure (hospitals, pharmacies etc.) 

• Health equipment (hospital beds) 

• Health workforce (doctors, nurses etc.) 

SCAD produce health statistics on an annual basis using mainly administrative data from the Department 

of Health (DOH) – Abu Dhabi. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD do not currently follow any internationally recognized classifications or guides in the collection or 

processing of data. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

These statistics help in following up and evaluating the various health policies and programs in the fields 

of curative and preventive medicine. 

The objectives of these statistics are to provide basic data and information on the health of the population 

that would increase our knowledge of the existing health situation in the community and our 

understanding of the health care system in this community. 

Premium education, health care and infrastructure assets are one of the nine pillars identified by the 

Government of Abu Dhabi in The Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030. 
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Agriculture & Environment 

 

1. Agriculture 

1.1 Agricultural Census/Register Statistics 

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official authority for publishing data and statistics on 

agricultural indicators in Abu Dhabi, including those pertaining to plants, livestock and fisheries. However, 

unlike some other datasets published by SCAD, agricultural statistics are not based on surveys conducted 

by SCAD itself, rather they are based on secondary data sources from other Abu Dhabi government 

entities.  

The Agricultural Census and Register is conducted through a personal interview of all agricultural and 

fisheries holdings, delivered by a cooperation between the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi and the Abu 

Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The classification of agricultural data is based upon the international definitions and classifications 

adopted in this respect and issued by the FAO. 

Moreover, the FAO defines the Agricultural Census as being related to the activities conducted by 

businesses operating in International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) groups 011, 012, 013, 014, 

015 and 032. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The census of agriculture gives a snapshot of the structure of the agricultural sector and, when compared 

with previous censuses, provides an opportunity to identify trends and structural transformations of the 

sector, and points towards areas for policy intervention. Census data are used as a benchmark for current 

statistics and their value is increased when they are employed together with other data sources. Often, 

data users see the need for more in-depth studies of specific domains of the agriculture sector and rely 

on the census as the frame for specific sample surveys focusing on particular themes. In this way, the 

census provides the basis for addressing a wide range of data needs. 

 

1.2 Livestock Statistics 

Overview 

Agricultural statistics are based on secondary data sources from other Abu Dhabi government entities. 

These data are collated by the relevant organizations and shared with SCAD for collation into annual 

reports for agricultural topics, including livestock.  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The classification of agricultural data is based upon the international definitions and classifications 

adopted in this respect and issued by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations under 
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the “World Program for the Census of Agriculture 2020”. It corresponds to the Agricultural Statistics and 

Classifications issued by the Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Centre. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Livestock statistics seek to provide data on the composition of the livestock sector, which includes the 

distribution of livestock populations, quantities of animal production, animal health data, and other 

relevant issues. Data on livestock and commercial farms support scientific research in the agricultural 

sector, help policy and decision markets develop plans for the advancement of the livestock sector, and 

promote the concept and understanding of food security.  

 

1.3 Food Balance sheet Statistics 

Overview 

The Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official authority for publishing data and statistics related 

to agricultural indicators in Abu Dhabi, including those related to the food budget. However, unlike some 

other data sets published by the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, the production of food budget statistics is 

based on the Household Income and Expenditure Survey carried out by the Centre itself. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The classification of Food Balance Sheet data is based upon the international definitions and 

classifications adopted in this respect and issued by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations under the “Guidance for the compilation of Food Balance Sheets”.  

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Food balance sheet statistics seek to provide data on the amount of food available for consumption, per 

capita calories, proteins, and fats at the level of household type, to provide a detailed picture to the 

planners of food policy and related agricultural policies on the current situation and food pattern in relation 

to food security. Data on food balance sheet support scientific research in the agricultural sector, help 

policy and decision markets develop plans for the advancement of the food balance sector, and promote 

the concept and understanding of food security.  

 

1.4 Plants Statistics 

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official authority for publishing data and statistics on 

agricultural indicators in Abu Dhabi, including those pertaining to plants. However, unlike some other 

datasets published by SCAD, agricultural statistics are not based on surveys conducted by SCAD itself, 

rather they are based on secondary data sources from other Abu Dhabi government entities. These data 

are collated by the relevant organizations and shared with SCAD for collation into annual reports for 

agricultural topics, including plants.  
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Classifications and standards applied 

The classification of agricultural data is based upon the international definitions and classifications 

adopted in this respect and issued by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations under 

the “World Program for the Census of Agriculture 2020”. It corresponds to the Agricultural Statistics and 

Classifications issued by the Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Centre. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Plants statistics seek to provide data on the production of different agricultural plant types - field crops, 

vegetables and fruits. This includes volumes of production, land areas used for these purposes (including 

by type, e.g. greenhouse, irrigation coverage), numbers of plant holdings, number of wells, and the use 

of pesticides. Data on plants statistics support scientific research in the agricultural sector, help policy 

and decision markets develop future plans for the advancement of the plants activity, and promote the 

concept and understanding of food security. 

 

1.5 Fisheries Statistics 

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official authority for publishing data and statistics on 

agricultural indicators in Abu Dhabi, including those pertaining to fisheries. However, unlike some other 

datasets published by SCAD, agricultural statistics are not based on surveys conducted by SCAD itself, 

rather they are based on secondary data sources from other Abu Dhabi government entities. These data 

are collated by the relevant organizations and shared with SCAD for collation into annual reports for 

agricultural topics, including fisheries.  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

The classification of agricultural data is based upon the international definitions and classifications 

adopted in this respect and issued by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations under 

the “World Program for the Census of Agriculture 2020”, Guideline for collection and compilation of 

fisheries statistics” and “Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics”. It is also based upon the 

Agricultural Statistics and Classifications issued by the Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Centre. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Fisheries is one of the most important sub-activities in the agricultural sector as it contributes to 

employment and living standards coastal areas, in addition to providing essential products for food 

consumption in the emirate. 

 

2. Environment 

2.1 Biodiversity Statistics  

Overview 

Primary biodiversity data in Abu Dhabi are collected by the Environment Agency of Abu Dhabi. SCAD 

collects and publishes these data. Biodiversity data includes a list and size description of all protected 
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areas in Abu Dhabi Emirate, and a list of all species present in the Emirate. Each species’ IUCN 

classification is also noted. Data of species’ existence in the Emirate is collated from scientific papers. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD publishes biodiversity data in accordance with Tier 1 of the UN Framework for the Development 

of Environmental Statistics (FDES), which recommends the publication of data listing all species present 

in the Emirate, and the IUCN classification of each species.  

Additionally, in line with Tier 1 of FDES (2013), SCAD also publishes a list of protected marine and 

terrestrial wildlife areas within the Emirate, alongside the surface area of each. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Biodiversity supports life on earth. People depend on biodiversity on a daily basis, which in turn helps 

provide many important services and goods that are essential in terms of health, such as clean water, 

clean air and food products, as well as many other products such as wood products.  

Biodiversity is essential in the medical field; it allows the use of medicinal plants in traditional or folk 

medicine. On the other hand, diversity of plants, animals and micro-organisms contributes to achieving 

scientific discoveries in the areas of medicine and pharmacology. Therefore, biodiversity loss may affect 

therapeutic discoveries and may contribute to the increase of diseases and health issues. Ecotourism is 

another important service provided by biodiversity, as well as preserving local heritage and symbols such 

as the connection between falcons and falconry. 

The importance of biodiversity indicators is that they contribute to monitoring and evaluating the status of 

biodiversity, helping to determine the direct reasons behind biodiversity loss, as well as supporting 

decision- and policy-makers to take the necessary measures to keep the biological system in the region 

dynamic. 

 

2.2 Climate Statistics 

Overview 

Primary climate data in Abu Dhabi are collected by the National Agency of Meteorology and Seismology. 

SCAD collects and publishes these data. These data are collected at 23 monitoring stations, located 

around the Emirate. SCAD then calculates maximum, minimum, average, average maximum, and 

average minimum data for each calendar month and year. These data are released in a mixture of 

quarterly and annual reports. 

SCAD climate data includes measures of temperature, precipitation, relative humidity, wind speed, 

atmospheric pressure, and solar radiation. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD publishes five areas of climate statistics in line with the UN Framework for the Development of 

Environmental Statistics (FDES) (2013): Temperature, Precipitation, Relative Humidity, Wind Speed, 

Atmospheric Pressure, and Solar Radiation. 
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Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Statistics on general physical climate conditions are important, as they help determine the scope of and 

influences on the environmental resources of a country. Without information on these baseline conditions, 

it is difficult for governments to judge the need for and efficacy of policies. 

 

2.3 Water Statistics 

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) provides indicators covering the various forms of water in Abu 

Dhabi. These include the quality and use of ground and marine water, the consumption and production 

of desalinated water, and the capacity of wastewater. 

Such data is collected for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi through data supplied by the Environment Agency, 

the Department of Energy, and its subsidiaries. This is supplemented with the annual environmental 

survey for data on water sources. 

SCAD provide indicators related to drinking-water quality, the indicators of the vital oxygen and ammonia 

concentrations in the sea water, and the indicators of nutrients in coastal waters. Data is often collected 

about water quality through national and local monitoring networks in multiple locations, from which 

samples are taken, and chemical tests are carried out in laboratories.  

Follow-up data must be represented in terms of time and place. Published data includes annual 

concentration rates of ammonia, nitrate, phosphate and total phosphate and nitrogen, compared to the 

national water quality standards or international objectives of water quality. 

Data on water quality typically includes selected microbiological and chemical quality standards, in 

addition to the number of samples and the percentage of non-conforming samples in each category.  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD use the following to classify some of the water data: 

Classification Details Classification Label  

Type of Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Conventional 

Non-Conventional  

According to Main Pollutant in Wastewater 

The demand for biochemicals 

Dissolved solid substances 

Chemical demand for oxygen 

Suspended solids 

Phosphate 

Ammonium 

Type of Pollutant in the emissions of water 

and electricity sector  

For carbon monoxide 

For lead 

For methane 
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Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Desalinated water sector is of vital importance for economic and social development in Abu Dhabi. This 

sector contributes very significantly to the GDP in Abu Dhabi. 

Desalinated water statistics are necessary in this context for defining and monitoring policy, including 

long term planning of water production and natural water resource management.  

Water quality indicators are also measured, for water is a vital element for humans, animals, and plants. 

It is also an indispensable resource in economy. Water also plays a key role in regulating the climate 

cycle.  

Wastewater indicators provide vital indicators to assess the quantity of influent wastewater for treatment 

and the amount of treated effluent and reused wastewater for irrigation purposes. They can provide an 

early warning signal to policy makers of future infrastructure issues before they occur. 

The quality of marine water is vital for preserving the water ecosystems that support food production and 

jobs for the Abu Dhabi population. Any worsening of water standards needs to be alerted to the authorities 

rapidly so that they can address before irreversible damage is done to the ecosystem. 

It is important to track the amount of water that is being abstracted from the ground as it can alert key 

decision makers as to if sources are being diminished. Furthermore, it is vital to keep a record of how 

wells and reservoirs are performing to allocate infrastructure funds efficiently to prevent from depreciating. 

 

2.4 Waste Statistics 

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is the official authority responsible for calculating and issuing Waste 

statistics for Abu Dhabi. SCAD collects annual data on the waste produced in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 

to compile its waste statistics. 

Given the importance of Waste statistics, an integrated system has been put in place that covers waste 

according to its type and source. The data collection is carried out by SCAD where primary data is 

collected through the Environmental Survey and secondary data is derived from Administrative records.  

Data is collected from a range of sectors across 3 sub-regions in the emirate. The data are classified 

using the Framework for the Development of Environmental Statistics 2013 (FDES) issued by the United 

Nations.  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD aligns its data collection and processing, where possible, with European Commission’s Eurostat 

Waste Statistics Guide. The waste statistics are classified according to the Framework for the 

Development of Environmental Statistics. SCAD classifies waste into hazardous and non-hazardous and 

under these classifications publishes data on the following breakdowns: 

Non-Hazardous Waste: 

1. Construction and demolition waste: Construction waste consists of insulation materials, nails, 

electrical wires, reinforcing steel, etc. As for demolition waste, it is caused by the destruction of 

buildings, roads, bridges, or other structures including concrete, wood products, asphalt shingles, 

brick tiles, clay, steel, and dry walls. It may also contain hazardous materials 
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2. Industrial and Commercial Waste: It is the solid waste resulting from warehouses, offices, 

restaurants, storage facilities and non-industrial activities in industrial establishments, whether 

hazardous or non-hazardous (determined based on the manufacturing process or laboratory 

tests) 

3. Agricultural Waste: It is the waste generated from agricultural activities, including agricultural 

crops, gardens, plant waste and animal residues. 

4. Municipal Waste: It consists the waste of individuals that start from the residential, commercial, 

professional, industrial and other places. 

5. Solid Waste: It consists of all solid waste generated by different disposal methods including 

recycling, incineration, composting, landfill, in dumpsites and other.  

6. Municipal Solid Waste: consists of all municipal waste generated by different disposal methods 

including recycling, composting, landfill, in dumpsites and other 

Hazardous Waste 

1. Hazardous Industrial Waste: It is the waste which, due to its quantity or physical or chemical 

composition, constitutes a danger to human health or the environment when handled, stored, or 

disposed of inappropriately. 

2. Hazardous Medical Waste: It is waste that contains infectious germs (bacteria - viruses - 

parasites - fungi) or pathological waste including residues of delivery rooms, human organs and 

tissues and excised tumours. This is in addition to the waste of contaminated sharp objects, which 

are mostly from hospitals and health clinics. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Waste management and treatment are given special attention in the Emirate of the Abu Dhabi, reflecting 

the government’s desire to reduce the adverse impact of waste on heath and the Emirate’s image. The 

key uses of Waste Statistics are outlined below: 

• Policymakers, particularly local governments, require statistics on waste to assess how its 

generation changes over time. This in turn assists in planning for present and future waste 

management in terms of transportation and facilities required.  

• Statistics on waste are also needed to develop strategies to encourage waste reduction, reuse 

and recycling and better encourage proper waste management.  

• To reduce the amount of waste generated and increase the share of waste that is recycled and 

reused as material or energy source are central to sustainable consumption and production and 

natural resource management. 

 

2.5 Air Quality Statistics 

Overview 

Primary air quality data in Abu Dhabi are collected by the Environment Agency of Abu Dhabi. SCAD 

collects and publishes these data. The data are collected from nineteen air quality monitoring stations, 

located around Abu Dhabi Emirate. Data for each individual monitoring station is published. The pollutants 

measured are: nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide, carbon monoxide, ground-level ozone, and coarse 
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particulate matter (PM10). SCAD also calculates an air quality index (AQI) which shows the level of each 

of these pollutants relative to international guideline levels. 

SCAD calculates the average and maximum concentration of pollutants measured at a series of 

monitoring stations in each month and in each year. Average concentration statistics are released in 

quarterly and annual reports. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD publishes air quality data in accordance with the UN Framework for the Development of 

Environmental Statistics (FDES), which recommends the publication of data on concentration levels of 

six pollutants: ground-level ozone, sulphur dioxide, carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, coarse particulate 

matter (PM10), and fine particulate matter (PM2.5). 

In accordance with FDES (2013), SCAD publishes the monthly and annual average concentration of 

these pollutants in ambient air.  

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Measurements of concentrations of substances in the environmental media reflect the combined and 

cumulative impact of human and natural processes. This pollution impacts both the human subsystem 

and ecosystems.  Policymakers, analysts and civil society require statistics on environmental quality to 

monitor and make evidence-based policies to maintain and improve environmental quality globally and 

in each country. Pollutant concentration statistics provide information on the quality of environmental 

media. The importance of pollutants may vary when considering the quality of the ecosystem or the health 

and well-being of humans and other living beings. Air pollution is one of the most serious environmental 

threats to human life. Lowering air pollution levels can help countries reduce the global diseases burden 

caused by infectious respiratory diseases, cardiovascular diseases, and lung cancer. Reducing air 

pollution is a key area in which governments can strive to achieve United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goal 3: Good Health and Wellbeing, and Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities. 

 

2.6 Environmental Protection Expenditure Statistics 

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is calculating and publishing environmental expenditure data for 

Abu Dhabi through collecting annual data on environmental expenditure in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and 

compile its total Environmental Protection Expenditure. 

The data collection is carried out by SCAD; primary data is collected through the annual Environmental 

Survey. Data is collected from a range of sectors across 3 geographical areas in the Emirate. The data 

are classified using the Framework for the Development of Environmental Statistics 2013 (FDES) issued 

by the United Nations.  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD aligns its data collection and processing, where possible, with the environmental and economic 

accounting integrated system issued by the United Nations in February 2012.  
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Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Environmental Protection Expenditure is given special attention in the Emirate of the Abu Dhabi, reflecting 

the government’s desire to improve the health of environmental indicators. The key uses of environmental 

expenditure statistics are outlined below: 

• Monitoring and tracking the level of environmental protection and resource management 

expenditure is important for policymakers, analysts, and civil society in order to determine the 

current and desired levels of engagement and commitment from both government and the private 

sector. 

• Environmental accounts are indispensable as a tool to measure the role of the natural 

environment in the economy. They shed light on the contribution of natural resources to economic 

well-being and the costs of pollution and the decline of resources. 

 

2.7 Energy 

2.7.1 Renewable Energy Statistics 

Overview 

Renewable energy statistics are sourced exclusively from the Department of Energy (DOE) through 

administrative data tables. They include electric energy generated, consumed, transferred to the grid, 

and designed for solar power plants. As Abu Dhabi expands the production and use of other renewables 

(such as wind), statistics on these will be included. 

To support the development and usage of renewable energy statistics, the emirate has launched the 

Masdar initiative. This company plays a vital role in promoting the Emirate's leading position in the field 

of energy beyond the use of oil and gas, simulating the international efforts in decreasing carbon dioxide 

release that causes Global Warming, thus supporting the process of economic diversification and the 

development of human resources.  

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD uses the IEA Energy Statistics Handbook to support the classification of renewable energy 

statistics. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Renewable energy plays an important role in the present era. Abu Dhabi's Government has shown 

growing interest in renewable energy in recent times as part of its efforts to diversify energy sources in 

the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. It has launched an ambitious initiative in the field of renewable energy, namely 

the Masdar initiative, which plays a vital role in promoting the leading position of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 

in the field of renewable energy, which helps to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in the atmosphere, 

global warming, and climate change, and supports the process of economic diversification and the 

development of human resources.  

Renewable energy sources are a way to diversify energy sources. They also help to reduce carbon 

dioxide emissions in the atmosphere, global warming, and climate change, and supports the process of 

economic diversification and the development of human resources.  
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Providing renewable energy indicators supports decision makers in key policy outcomes. The indicators 

also useful for data seekers and government agencies. They are used in preparing and evaluating 

government policies and strategies and making important decisions. Renewable energy statistics are an 

integral part of the energy statistics that guide Abu Dhabi's vision 2030 Dependence on Energy. 

 

2.7.2 Electricity Statistics 

Overview 

Electricity data is collected for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi mainly through data supplied by the Department 

of Energy and its subsidiaries. They include electric energy generated, consumed, transferred to the grid, 

and designed for power plants. As Abu Dhabi expands the production and use of renewables (Solar 

energy), and sustainable energy (Nuclear energy) statistics on these will be included. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD follow the methodology recommended by the United Nations International Recommendations for 

Energy Statistics and the International Energy Agency (IEA) Energy Statistics manual. 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

The key objectives of the electricity data are outlined below: 

• Collecting necessary information on energy generation and consumption as to carry out 

environmental calculations and compile energy indicators. 

• Identifying the indicators that would assist in terms of calculating the volume of carbon emissions 

and emissions of other pollutants by economic activity, and contribution to the calculation of 

emissions causing global warming. 

 

2.7.3 Oil & Gas Statistics 

Overview 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) provides indicators on the production and use of crude oil and 

natural gas, as well as indicators for local production and sales of refined petroleum products and gas 

products. 

Most data are collected through administrative data taken from The Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 

(ADNOC). 

This data is supplemented through the Energy Survey of facilities operating in the field of Compressed 

Natural Gas (CNG) and Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG). This is vital to know what the end use is of oil & 

gas data (by companies or households). 

The Environmental Survey is also used to supplement the oil & gas data. 

 

Classifications and standards applied 

SCAD do not currently follow standards set out by the IEA or UN in the classification and methods of oil 

& gas data. 

The classification and guides used in terms of the survey include the following: 
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• Economic Activity: The International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities 

(ISIC 4) 

• Statistical Survey Implementation Guide - Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 

• Statistical Data Editing Guide - Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 

• Statistical Sampling Guide - Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 

• Statistical Data Quality Framework for Abu Dhabi - Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 

• Manual of Statistical Quality Standards and Procedures for Administrative Records - Statistics 

Centre - Abu Dhabi 

 

Importance and objectives of the indicator 

Oil and gas sector is one of the most important pillars of Abu Dhabi economy, forming a large share of 

the GDP. The Emirate of Abu Dhabi is one of the world's major producers of oil, which was first discovered 

in the Emirate in 1958. The Government has adopted a long-term plan aimed at diversifying the economic 

base and increasing the contribution of non-oil activities to economic growth in the Emirate. Such 

diversification is regarded as essential for the balanced and sustainable future growth of the economy of 

Abu Dhabi.  

Moreover, the efficient development and management of the oil and gas sector is a key component for 

investing returns in non-oil sectors for an overall diversified and resilient economy.  

Providing energy indicators to support decision makers and providing indicators for data seekers and 

government agencies. They are also used in preparing and evaluating government policies and strategies 

and making important decisions. 
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